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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 








Ir the accounts from the South of Spain, supplied by the French 
papers, can be relied on, the Queen's forces have at length begun 
to act with vigour; and the insurrection is ina great measure 
suppressed for the present. 

General SAaarsFrELD is reported to have left Burgos on the 
evening of the lith instant, at the head of about fourteen thousand 
men. Part of this force moved in the direction of Bilboa to the 
left; the main body advanced on the Vittoria road, under his own 
command. On the 14th, the right wing of this latter division en- 
countered the Curate MERINO, at the head of a large body of in- 
surgents. An action ensued, which very speedily terminated in 
the total rout of the latter; who retired to the other side of the 
Ebro, in the direction of Vittoria. The place where this battle was 
fought is said to be Belorado; but this is not distinctly stated in 
any of the accounts. That we should still remain in ignorance of 
the particulars respecting the most important action which has 
occurred since the breaking out of the insurrection, is a proof of 
the obscurity which hangs over the movements of both parties, 
and warns us. to receive all accounts from the seat of war with 
distrust. At this distance, if we are correctly informed as to the 
names of the places, sve are still at a loss to know their exact posi- 
tion; as no map of Spain hes. vet, we believe, L.cn made from 
actual survey, and all the maps are consequently more or less in- 
accurate. 

After the defeat of Merino, the main body of SAArsFieLp's 
army is said to have encountered little opposition on its road to 
Vittoria ; which place it entered on the 19th instant. This sudden 
activity on the part of the Queen's troops is attributed by some of 
the Bayonne correspondents of the French journals to the dis- 
missal of SAARSFIELD from the chief command, and the appoint- 
ment of QuesapA in his room; but this report is not generally 
credited. 

The movements of the other division of the forces which left 
Burgos appear to have been attended with equal success. In 
every direction they drove the insurgents before them, without en- 
countering any but the most trivial resistance ; and it is even said 
that they have taken possession of Bilboa. 

Ex Pastor, released from St. Sebastian, has been also making 
progress. He expelled the insurgents from Tolosa on the 24th; 
and has left a considerable body of men to guard the pass of Irun, 
through which numbers of the routed Carlists attempted to make 
their escape into Spain. 

The Paris correspondent of the Times states that the accounts 
from Madrid are not satisfactory. The private letters assert, that 
the continuance of ZEA Bermupez at the head of affairs is likely 
to become quite fatal to the Queen's popularity. He is believed 
to be a tool in the hands of the Northern Despots, and to be quite 
indifferent to the real interests of Spain. Cruz, the Minister of 
War, shares his unpopularity; and it would seem that the main 
teliance of the Queen is on the fidelity of the Captains-General 
of the provinces, who act very independently of the orders they re- 
ceive from Madrid. The Liberal party is strong in the capital ; 
but it must be recollected, that although these accounts may 
give us pretty accurately the state of public feeling there, a 
rose change must take place in the provinces, and in those cities, 

‘oledo for example, where the clergy are predominant, before Ab- 
Solutism becomes hateful to the mass of the people. 


Now that the war in Spain affords a sufficient pretext for any 
number of reports which the stockjobbers think advisable to be 
circulated, we hear little of the Portuguese eontest, except when 
an actual arrival at London or Paris brings some real intelligence. 

here has been an arrival from Lisbon this week, but the letters 
Teceived contain no news from the seat of war. 

A piece of intelligence, however, interesting to mercantile men, 
was announced at Lloyd's on Thursday. A British ship, the 


[Latesr Eprrion.] 


Caroline, trading from Newfoundland to Oporto, was seized by 
one of Don Prpro's vessels of war, while sailing up the Douro. 
The Captain of the Caroline demanded an explanation of this pro- 
ceeding; and was told, that as his vessel had only cleared out for 
Gibraltar, she could have no right to enter the Douro, and should 
be sent to Lisbon for condemnation. The ship and property are 
altogether English; and the immediate interference of our Go- 
vernment is required, as all the vessels trading from Newfound- 
land to Portugal have cleared out this season for Gibraltar, on 
account of the unsettled state of affairs at Lisbon and Oporto. 


The Departmental elections in France have just terminated in 
the choice of a very large majority of the Government candidates. 
In order to show the nature of the victory thus obtained by the 
Juste Milieu Cabinet, we give the following extract from the Paris 
correspondence of the Jimes: it will be seen that the writer is a 
partisan of the existing Government. 

** The Mayor, who is the sole administrator of the commune, is assisted by a 
Municipal Council ; the Sub-Prefect, whose jurisdiction comprises several com- 
munes, has a Council of Arrondissement; and the Prefect, or civil Governor of 
a province, has the advice of a General Council: he has likewise under him a 
Council of Prefecture, over which he presides when he pleases, for the decision 
of disputed cases relating to contributions, or to questions of real or personal pro- 
periy, &c The law gives to the electors the choice of the sheets of these 
several administrative councils. To the great triumph of the Government, its 
friends have throughout been returned in large majorities, notwithstanding the 
efforts of the two contrary parties. France has everywhere shown herself alto- 
gether Juste Milieu. The Legitimates and the Republicans were equally active. 
The former procured the admission of a certain number of their friends, but the 
latter have been completely vanquished in the electoral struggle: This result is 
highly important. It consolidates the power of Louis ilip; it holds out 
a promise of the choice of ‘good men and true’ in the renewal of the Chambers ; 
it proves the attachment of France to the present system; and it confounds the 
criminal hopes of the disaffected. This successful result is also a matter not want- 
ing in interest to Europe itself, because it proves to her how far France is re- 
moved froma Revolutionary feelings and principles, and points out the course 
which she has taken in the road to true liberty. She thus holds eut to herself 
and to her neighbours a pledge of security for the future.” 

We are informed by the same authority, that there was no il- 
legal interference on the part of the Government, and that the’ 
elections were perfectly free. If this is tive, their result is an’ 
ov “eof the popularity of Louis Parirp in. the provinces. 
Bat the history of France for centuries back shows that this wi'l 
avail him little, in case he loses the command of the capital. 
The possession of the Bridges, the Mint, the Hétel de Ville, and 
the Telegraph, is equivalent to at least the temporary sovereiguty 
of France; and a sudden and vigorous emeute may deprive Lous 
Puuixip of all these. 

The house and demesne of M. Larirrs is about to be sold to 
reimburse the Bank of France. Should the proceeds be insuffi- 
cient to discharge its claim, the Bank will then come upon the 
King, who was Larirre’s security. 


The Poles, who sought refuge in the states of Germany, find 
themselves still within the clutches of their tyrant. At the con- 
ference of Munchengratz, it was resolved to expel all Polish 
refugees from every part of the Continent where the influence of 
these Despots could reach. This resolution is now extensively 
enforced.. Detachments of troops are sent to surround the houses 
in which the refugees are supposed to reside: the search after 
them is then made, without regard to decency or humanity ; and 
those who attempt to escape are hunted like wild beasts. The 
prisoners thus seized are thrown into dungeons, or confined in the 
fortresses of Olmutz, Bruhn, and Dantzic, previously to being 
shipped by hundreds from Dantzic and Trieste to America and 
elsewhere. 

It is said, but we trust falsely, that the King of Hanover was 
the first who yielded to the demands of Russia, by the surrender 
of the state papers of the Polish Diet ; the Kings of Bavaria and 
Saxony soon afterwards permitted the seizure of the refugees in 
their territories. The memory of these atrocities should not be 
suffered to die away, although it is out of our power to prevent 
them. The people of England may at least learn from their re- 
cital, to hold in increased horror that'species of modified despo- 
tism which prevails in Germany, and which not a few of their own 
countrymen esteem as a wise and politic system of Government. 
Were it not for the base assistance which the Russians receive 
from the Monarchs of Germany, even their active tyranny would 
be balked of a great portion of its prey. But the Austrian and 
Prussian rulers are well aware that the Emperor NicHo as is 
doing them good service by his measures for the annihilation cf 
the Poles ; and they aid him accordingly. 


The difficulties respecting the relief of the garrison of Maes- 
tricht are at length got over. The King of H (has. been 





forced to yield certain points respecting the ga 
wes 
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Meuse through that city; and in return for this concession, he is 
to be inewel to mare a fresh garrison through the Belgian 
territority. 

Preparations are making:to-reduce'the Dutch army. Fourteen 
thousand men, it is\said, will be disbanded almost immediately : 
the temper of the States-General is such as to render this proceed- 
ing necessary. The Prince of Orang is on the eve of departure 
for Petersburg. 





The session of the Jamaica Assembly was opened on the 8th 
of October, with a speech from the Earl of Muterave. The prin- 
cipal topic of this address is, of course, the new measure for the 
abolition of slavery: its tone is conciliatory and mild, though 
earnest and decided,—as will appear from the following extracts. 

« The crisis at which we are at present assembled, is not only of .an impor- 
tance unparalleled in the annals of the colony, but the interests it involves are of 
as vital and comprehensive a nature, in relation to the community represented, 
as perhaps ever arrested the attention of a legislative body. Your task now 
commences ; and I have no doubt that, postponing all minor considerations, 
from a sense of the paramount importance of this great question, you will enter 
upon it in a true spirit of conciliation, and with that thorough understanding of 
the actual state of the case, which can alone lead to a satisfactory decision. My 
active duties, with relation to this subject, I consider coeval with the first public 
announcement of the intended plan of Government; and my attention was at 
once directed to preserve the public peace, under the inevitable excitement thus 
produced. In furtherance of which object, I have availed myself of all the 
means at present placed at my disposal, to increase the number of the garrison ; 
and I have acted upon the authority which [shad in anticipation requested and 
procured, to render the services of the troops more immediately available by the 
disposition of detachments in different country-posts. [have lately made a per- 
sonal inspection of all the most populous districts of the island ; and I am happy 

_ to assure you, that I have nowhere seen any reason to apprehend the slightest 
disturbance. I have uniformly taken pains myself to explain to the Negro popu- 
lation, wherever I have had an opportunity, that whatever good intentions his 
Majesty might have in their behalf. it was by their own good conduct alone that 
they could insure its ultimate fulfilment; that, in the mean time, nothing could 
interfere with their masters’ still undoubted right to their services; that, even 
after the projected change, they could expect legal protection only under a 
system of moderate work; and that, whatever might be their country or their 
colour, those who are born to labour must live by industry.” 

He then recommends the gradual and voluntary relaxation of 
the master’s authority over the slave. 

‘¢ If amongst the subordinate managers of properties, there should, in some 
instances, cakbieatinls appear a disposition to strain to the utmost, in its ex- 
treme severity and to its latest hour, that power of discretionary punishment 
which is at present in their hands, I feel assured that you would consider such 
a course as dangerous, not only to the actual tranquillity, but to the subsequent 
orderly settlement of the community ; and that, as representing the general in- 
terests of the colony and the real owners of the slave, you would, under pre- 
sent circumstances, more than ever discourage any capricious stretch of disci- 
pline, not necessary to the enforcement of that legal portion of labour which 
must be obtained.” 

He goes on to direct the attention of the Assembly to the 
amount of the compensation awarded by Parliament; reminds 
them that they never expressed a wish to perpetuate slavery, pro- 
vided compensation could be secured; and concludes by request- 
ing their cordial cooperation in the formation of a plan for carry- 
ing the Emancipation Act into effect, in the hope, 

‘ that the time will come when society, being restored to a healthy 
state, under equal laws, and an amalgamation of all classes, this land, so favoured 
by nature, may, in the prolific expansion of hitherto unexampled resources, en- 
joy a solid, deserved, and therefore permanent prosperity.” 

The fiery spirits of the Assembly were not appeased by this ad- 
dress. One of the members, a Mr. Grossert, is reported to have 
delivered himself of such stuff as this. 

‘¢ He was not called on to make any observations on the subject in its pre- 
sent state; but he could not but express his surprise that, after so long a lapse 
of time, the speech contained no remedy, no promise of relief to the oppressed 
Colonists. He drew a contrast between this country and unfortunate and op- 
pressed Ireland ; and alluded to the many centuries of misrule by the British 
people to coerce that fine and prolific country, and no doubt meant to pursue a 
similar course towards this, by a display of British bayonets.” 

A Mr. Hy ton followed in very much the same strain. 

*¢ He could see nothing in the speech that could give him the least satisfac- 

tion. He would give his Excellency every credit for the fair composition and 
the elegant diction in which it was clothed; but he could penetrate behind the 

scenes, and he saw nothing in the’speech to satisfy his mind. It contained a 

direct breach of the privileges and independence of the House, and was but the 
precursor of much misery to the people of this country.” 

Leave, however, was granted to bring in a bill for the abolition 
of slavery in Jamaica, and another for the further toleration of 
religious worship. 

The proceedings of these gentlemen possess an importance at 
present which they never did before, and which, we trust, they 
never will again. We have heard much lately of the great credit 
due to Ministers for having abolished slavery : but the work has 
only been begun, and will require the most discreet attention 
during its future progress. 





The Irish Government has obtained a verdict against the 
publisher of the Dublin Pilot. The trial commenced on Tuesday 
last; and on Wednesday the Jury (an exclusively Protestant 
one) returned a verdict of Guilty, but strongly recommended the 
defendant to mercy. The Foreman was desirous of mentioning 
the reasons for this recommendation, but was checked by the 
Judge, who observed that it was unnecessary to state them. Had 
the Prsctoan been permitted to speak, he would probably have ex- 
arenes the Jury’s disapprobation of the course pursued by the 

overnment; which contented itself by laying hold of a mere 
copier, while the great offender, the avowed author of the libel, 
stood before them in the attitude of triumphant defiance, reassert- 
ing and justifying all that it contained. 











_ The Government sustained a positive loss of popularity by re- 
viving this prosecution. Having, however, determined to persevere 
in bringing the defendant to trial, it was certainly of great im- 
portance to them to procure a conviction. They are in a worse 
position than they would have been had they allowed the matter 
to drop; but have escaped from the risk they incurred of being 
rendered contemptible as well as odious, by the success of their 
prosecution. 

It is not, however, by such means as this that the Government 
of Ireland can succeed in conciliating the good-will of the governed, 
The sympathy of the people was with the accused; who appears 
to them in the light of a man persecuted for the sake of liberty and 
old Ireland. The Government has, not.unavoidably, incurred an 
additional amount of unpopularity, just at the time when it was 
above all things desirable to pacify a turbulent population, on the 
eve of a winter of suffering, and prompt to attribute: that suffering 
to the want of a native Parliament in College Green. The 
agitators have been furnished by this trial with a fresh engine of 
annoyance ; their chief with a capital opportunity of uttering a 
quantity of declamation on the Repeal question, and speaking as 
many libels as he chooses to an inflamed audience with impunity 


eS 





The Caurt, 
Tuer Majesties remain at Brighton. The King enjoys excellent 
health; but Queen Adelaide has been confined for some days to her 
private apartments in the Palace, in consequence of indisposition; 
which, however, is not of a serious nature. , 

Among the visiters at the Palace during the week, were Lord Hill, 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, Earl and Countess Brownlow, Lady Augusta 
a the Dowager Dutchess of Richmond, and Mr. and Lady Jane 

eel, 

The Dutchess of Kent entertained a grand party at dinner on Satur- 
day, at the Palace, Kensington. Her Royal Highness and the Prin- 
cess Victoria take frequent walksin Hyde Park, when the weather is 
fine. On Thursday, their Royal Highnesses, and the Duke of Glou- 
cester, were present at the performances at the Victoria Theatre. 

The Duke of Cumberland arrived at Berlin on the 19th instant. 





HONOURS, 
From tue Lonpon GAzetre. 
Tue Pavition, Brionton, 15th November 1833.—The King was this day pleased to 
confer the honour of Knighthood upon Captain Arraur Fareusar, of the Roval 
Navy, Knight Commander of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphie Order, 





The Metropolis. 

Ata Court of Directors at the East India House, on Wednesday 
week, Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalf, at present a member of the 
Supreme Council in Bengal, was appointed Governor of Agra; and 
will take that office upon himself on the 22d of April next, when the 
New East India bill will come into operation. The new Presidency of 
Agra is to include all the remaining territory now subject to Fort Wil- 
liam, together with Allahabad, Goruckpore, and the ceded districts in 
the Nerbuddah. : 

Some of the recent ‘transactions connected with the negotiation of 
foreign bills has given rise to the suspicion that they have been under- 
taken at the express desire of the Directors of the Bank of England, 
in conjunction with two or three leading capitalists, for the purpose of 
preventing the threatenea fall of the exchange. We mention this sus- 
picion, because we have met with it in very respectable quarters ; but 
it is quite certain that this is a new feature in banking operations, 
which the Directors could not justify, and against which the merchants 
would protest as unfair and injurious to them. The tendency of it is 
to affect, in an irregular way, every commercial transaction entered into 
with the Continent ; for every merchant takes the rate of exchange, 
and its probable variations from the state of trade, as much into his 
calculation as the prices he has to pay for his goods exported ; but the 
whole of this calculation would be changed in a way no foresight could 
provide against, if a powerful body like the Bank of England were to 
commence, for objects of its own, a series of artificial transactions in 
the bill-market. We are disposed, therefore, to doubt the truth of the 
imputation thrown out on this occasion against the Directurs; but as 
the power exists, and is liable to this abuse, the merehants will do well 
to fix their attention on the larger class of foreign bill transactions now 
current. If they are capable of being traced to a quarter calculated to 
warrant the suspicion which has been created, the exposure of that fact 
would, it is probable, put an immediate stop to the proceeding com- 
plained of.— Times. 

It is estimated that the recent exportations of silver have withdrawn 
full two-thirds of the stock previously in the Bank ; though it is un- 
derstood that the stock of gold has not been diminished in any thing 
like the same proportion.— Courier. 

The candidates to succeed Sir William Blizard, as surgeon to the 
London Hospital, are Mr. William Coulson, and Mr. Thomas Blizard 
Curling, nephew of Sir William Blizard. The latter gentleman is said 
to be only twenty-three years of age. 

The proceedings of the Benchers respecting the claim of Mr. 
Daniel Whittle Harvey are still continued, and make very slow pro- 
gress. On Tuesday evening, there were about eleven Benchers pre- 
sent, and much time was consumed in argument; but not a single wit- 
ness was examined, though several were in waiting in the ante-cnamber 
to be called in. 

Mr. Williams, one of the Commissioners under Lord Brougham’s 
Bankrupt Bill, declared the other day from the Bench, that he had 
been the means of recovering upwards of 100,000/. under the opera- 
tion of that bill, from gone-by Commissions of Bankrupt, for the 
benefit of creditors. 

The most active exertions continue to be used by a great number of 
individuals in the City to obtain the removal of the banking-house of 
Messrs. Smith, Payne, and Smiths, and thus to render more open the 
entrance to the new line of street to London Bridge. Mr. Lyall and 
Mr. Crawford, the City Members, have expressed their willingness to 
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head the merchants, bankers, and others, to carry up the yetition that 
has been prepared to the Court of Common Council, and which has 
been signed by about five hundred of the first houses in the City. Mr. 
Grote has also expressed his concurrence in the plan ; which is the sub- 
ject of much conversation in the City, and a strong feeling is expressed 
in its favour. 

Nine writs were enforced in the latter end of last week against indi- 
viduals who refused payment of the Assessed Taxes; and on Monday 
last three more were executed. In the evening of Monday, very nu- 
merous meetings of the inhabitants of St. Andrew’s and St. Pancras 
parishes were held ; and resolutions were passed expressing the deter- 
mination of those present to assist by asubscription those whose goods 
were seized. At the St. Andrew’s parish meeting, Mr. White, a sur- 
geon and apothecary, living in Lamb’s Conduit Street, stated-in cor- 
rection of a paragraph which appeared in the Times of Saturday, and 
was copied into the Spectator the same day, that he did not object to 
the officers taking his books ; nor did he say that he wished ‘hem to take 
the bed, on which his wife was lying; and that he had no intention of 
‘‘trumping up a story about the bed of a delicate and interesting female 
being seized for taxes,” &c. as the Times insinuated. 

Dr. Prati, the chief expounder of the St. Simonian doctrines, deli- 
vered his first formal lecture at the Burton rooms on Monday evenirg. 
The priest Fontana was present. -The lecture contained very litt e 
novelty ; and the Dector appeared to be as completely puzzled by a 
little cross-examination, as on former occasions. 

One of the audience said—‘“ Moses and the great Prophet of Nazareth showed 
signs that they received their commission from above. What signs has Henri 
St. Simon shown to make them believe that he was commissioned by Heaven to 
preach his doctrines ?” 

Dr. Prati—* St. Simon has not juggled with a serpent nor galvanized a sick 
man to make the ignorant believe that he had made him rise from the dead. 
But he performed the greatest of miracles in the transformation he has wrought 
in the minds of men. He preached the word of God, and so transformed the 
minds of the horrible cannibals of the French Revolution, that they became 
preachers of that word of peace. The truth of the doctrines of St. Simon did 
not, however, depend on miracles.” 

Gentleman—* In which Revolution was that miracle performed, and when 
was the sanguinary character of the French so transformed? Was it in 1791, 
1792, or 1793, or in the glorious 1830? But it could not be in 1880, for St. 
Simon was then dead.” 

The question was again asked when St. Simon performed the miracle of ap- 
peasing the fury of the French people, or on whom it was performed ? 

M. Prati said, that miracle had been operated on himself, on the Polytechnic 
scholars, and on many who were furious demagogues, whose God was Robes- 
pierre, and whose hope was in the guillotine. 

A Gentleman—“ Were you then one of the French cannibals ?” 

M. Prati meant to say, that several ardent men, professing the principles of 
the most daring Republicanism, were reclaimed through the voice of St. Simon, 
and had become apostles of peace. They broke up all connexion with the re- 
volutionary societies. The miracle was effected in 1830. 

The above extracts furnish a specimen of what took place at the 
meeting. About one hundred and fifty persons were present, who paid 
sixpence each for their admission. ‘The lectures are to be continued. 








In the Court of Chancery, on Monday, a Mr. John Read, his wife, 
his son, anda young lady, a ward inChancery, married without the con- 
sent of the Court to the son, were summoned before the Lord Chan- 
cellor. Mr. and Mr. Read senior appeared, and underwent the follow- 
ing examination. 

The Lord Chancellor asked Mr. Read if his son was in attendance ? 

Mr. Read replied, that his son had gone out of town in the morning with the 
young lady who was the subject of this application. 

The Chancellor asked if the son was any relation to that young lady? 

Mr. Read replicd, the only relation subsisting between them was, that his 
son was her husband. 

The Chancellor asked how long they had been married ? 

Mr. Read replied about three months. 

Lord Chancellor—‘ Was the marriage solemnized with your knowledge or 
consent ?” 

Mr. Read— I knew nothing of it till after it had taken place. T did not 
consent to it; on the contrary, F would rather have followed my son to his grave 
than that it should have taken place.” (This was said with considerable 
warmth. ) 

Lord Chancellor—* Sir, this is not the place nor the occasion in which it is 
necessary for you to re any excitement. You are here to answer my ques- 
tions. You say your son has been married three months. When did you first 
learn that he was married ? ” 

Mr. Read—* Very shortly after it had taken place.” 

, Lord {Chancellor—<* Have the parties been living together in your house ever 
since ?’” 

Mr. Read—* They have.” 

Lord Chancellor—‘ What is your son ?” 

Mr. Read—* He is under articles to a solicitor.” 

Lord Chancellor—* Has he any fortune ?” 

Mr. Read—* None but my earnings.” 

Lord Chaneellor—‘* The young lady has a large fortune. Did you know that, 
and that she is a ward of this Court ?” 

Mr. Read—“ I did.” 

Lord Chancellor—* Did you communicate to this Court, whose ward she is, 
or to her father, who had intrusted her to your care, that the marriage had 
taken place, any time before Saturday last.” 

Mr. Read—* I did not make any communication at all ; my wife did.” 

The Lord Chancellor then asked Mrs. Read whether she had made any such 
eommunication ; and she replied she had not until Saturday. 

Lord Chancellor—‘ Mr. Read, you must have known, and your son, who 
you say is a clerk to a solicitor, must have known, that such a proceeding as 
this marriage was a high contempt of this Court. Why did you not during the 
three months that have elapsed since you knew of it, and during which the hus- 
band and wife have been living under your roof, make any communication either 
to the Court or to the young lady’s father ?” 

Mr. Read said, with great warmth, that he was unwilling to state all he had 
to say respecting the father; but that, if he was pressed, he could make such 
disclosures respecting him— 

The Lord Chancellor interrupted him and said—‘ Mr. John Read, standing 
here as you do to answer for your own conduct, it ill becomes you to make the 
assertion you have just metined against an absent man, in the face of this Court 
and the public, oi which you know, being so spoken, is calculated to inflict a 


perhaps irreparable injury to his character.” Then, turning to the Registrar, his 


which has been filed in support of the petition shalt be served upon irs, Read 
and the other parties when they can be found.” 





In the Vice-Chancellor’s Court, on Monday, an application was 
made by the Earl of Portarlington, for an injunction to restrain 
holders of a bill accepted by his Lordship for 1,000/. from recovering 
that amount. The bill was one of four given toa Mr. Aldridge, fer 
money lost at his house by Lord Portarlington. On Tuesday, Sir 
Lancelot Shadwell granted the injunction. 

The Court of King’s Bench decided, on Monday, that the trial of 
John Minter Hart for swindling should be removed from the Middle- 
sex Sessions, at which Mr. Rotch would preside as Chairman, to the 
Old Bailey. Mr. Pollock, previously to the decision being given, 
stated the contents of an affidavit of Mr. Roteh, in contradiction of 
one made by Henry Palmer, the contents of which Hart had incorpo- 
rated in an aflidavit made by himself. Mr. Rotch swore that he had 
no knowledge of Mr. Dugdale Astley, the prosecutor of Hart and 
Palmer; that he had not endeavoured to bias the Grand Jury which 
tried Palmer, by reading an exparte statement from the Satirist to them ; 
that he continued to preside at the trial, although subpoenaed as a wit- 
ness, in accordance with the wishes of his brother Magistrates; and 
that he had allowed the Jury to leave the Court for an hour with the 
consent of the counsel for the prisoner, as well as for the prose- 
cution. Sir John Campbei!, Hart’s counsel, said that Mr. Rotch’s 
character was fully vindicated—that no imputation now rested on hig 
good faith. 

Mr. Joseph Newman Reeve was admitted to bail on Thursday b 
Judge Patteson. His own recognizance in 1,000/. was required, 
with four sureties of 25C/. each. 

An action for slander was brought in the Court of Exchequer yes- 
terday, by a furniture-broker, who had been called “ a common thief" 
by the defendant. This expression was used at a meeting of brokers, 
after the termination of a sale at Hackney, at which the plantiff had 
been bidding alorg with several others. ‘The meeting, in the language 
of the trade, was “‘a broker’s knock-out.” Baron Gurney thus 
explained the meaning of the phrase—‘ Several brokers agree to- 
gether not to bid against each other. One bids, and gets the articles 
at a low price; they then meet afterwards and share the spoil between 
them, either in goods or money.” In summing up, he stated the ille- 
gality of such practices— 

‘<A person putting up goods to sale by open competition, had a right to ex- 
pect that the competition should be open, and that he should thereby realize the 
fair value of his property. But if a number of persons arranged ple to- 
gether to prevent competition,—that A shall bid for one article, B for a second, 
C for a third, and so buy as cheap as they can, and then adjourn to a_public- 
house, and divide the profit amongst them,—such persons are guilty of an in- 
dictable offence, and are liable to be tricd for a conspiracy.” 

The Jury immediately found a verdict for the defendant. 

The Old Bailey Sessions commenced on Wednesday; but the trials 
have not possessed any public interest. 

On Thursday, Henry Berthold, a Saxon, who has lived many years 
in England, and has lately been known as a writer for unstamped poli- 
tical papers, was indicted for stealing a boa from the shop of Leaf and 
Co., in Wood Street. He rolled it up into very small compass, and 
having put it in his hat, went off; he was followed by a shopman, who 
had been watching him, and given into custody. These facts having 
been proved, the prisoner read his defence; and called two witnesses, 
men of respectable appearance, to speak in his behalf. These persons, 
when about to be sworn, avowed their disbelief, not only in the Old 
and New Testaments, but inthe existence of a Supreme Being. Mr. 
Charles Phillips, counsel for the prisoner, by whose examination these 
facts were elicited, expressed his extreme disgust at their re pr and 
acted his part on the occasion with such energy and theatrical effect, as 
to draw down thunders of applause from the audience ; who hissed the 
witnesses with equal vehemence. The Recorder forbore to check this 
exhibition ; several Jurymen joined in the cry to ‘turn out” the im- 
pious blockheads; and Mr. Alderman Brown assured Mr. Phillips 
that “ the public owed him much for the course he had pursued.” The 
prisoner said that he had no notion his witnesses would have been guilty 
of such conduct. He was found guilty; but recommended to mercy by 
the Jury, this being his first offence. 

Yesterday, in the New Court, William Welch was charged with em- 
bezzling various sums of money, the property of his employers, Messrs. 
Johnson and Co. ; but his trial was postponed, owing to a blunder in 
the bill of indictment, in which the property was alleged to belong to 
William Whittle Johnson alone. 

The Common-Sergeant asked Mr. Doane, the counsel for the prosecuti on 
how he got over that ? 

Mr. Doane said he had nothing to reply; it was another sample of the 
Clerkenwell system. 

Mr. Clarkson—‘‘I had no occasion to inquire where the indictment was 
drawn up. It was not here, I know very well.” : 

Mr. Walesby—‘ So much for the value of the services of a gratuitous Chair- 
man.” 

The Common-Sergeant—* It is right the public should know the difference. 
We printed it in the calendar ‘the property of William Whittle Johnson and 
another.’ ” 

Two men were then brought up, charged with theft; but they were 
acquitted, owing toa misnomer in the indictment, which was also drawn 
up at Clerkenwell. 

The Common-Sergeant—* Really this is too bad. 
draws up these faulty documents ?” 

A Barrister—** An officer appointed by the Clerkenwell Judge.” 

Mr. Nugee, the prosecutor—“ I am sure the instructions were correctly 

yiven. 

The Common-Sergeant—‘‘ Well, Gentlemen of the Jury, this is another 
Clerkenwell mistake. I am very sorry, for the sake of public justice, that 
such things occur; but it seems this is the way they do business at Clerken» 
well.” 

The prosecutor applied for his expenses. 

The Common-Sergeant—* Yes, certainly. I am only sorry I have not the 
power to make the people at Clerkenwell pay them.” 

At the Kensington Petty Sessions, on Wednesday, John Walmesley, 
groom to Mr. Perring, a jewellerin Holborn, was examined on a charge 


Who is the officer that 





Lordship said—* I order Mr. Rea to stand committed; and that the affidavit 





of having stolen property to a large amount from his master’s shop A 


F212 


THE SPECTATOR. 





Policeman stated, that he had met him about three o’clock on Sunday 
porning, on the Turnham Green road, carrying two bridles and a horse- 
efoth; and upon questioning him respecting the possession of these 
ssticles, and finding his answers unsatisfactory, he took him to the 
Station-house, where he was searched. On taking off his hat, it was 
fownd crammed with. bracelets, so that he could with difficulty keep it 
m his head. Inhis hockets, gold and silver watches, seals, pins, rings, 
muff boxes, and a great variety of jewels, were found. He confessed 
his guilt; having been tempted by the Devil, he said, to commit the 
obbery. He was fully committed for trial. 

A verdict was given in the Sheriffs’ Court, on Wednesday, against 
Signor Paganini, for 31l. 10s. ; the amount of a claim made by a Mr. 
freeman, a law-stationer, who appears to have acted as his private se- 
‘retary. Paganini demurred to the amount as excessive ; but there was 
cod e1 
im; and It 
yppeared that Paganini had once said that he owed much of his success 
o Mr. Freeman; that he was a good worthy creature, and that he 
parted from him with tears in his eyes. 

Subpoenas have been served upon several persons, who, it is sup- 
vosed, can support by their testimony the indictment which Mr. 
Barnes preferred against Mrs. Hampton gnd the late Mr. W. Tuffnell 
for * certain conspiracies.” A Marlborough Street officer, who is in 
sossession of a variety of letters, papers, and other documents found in 
he possession of Mrs. Ann Vickers, Mrs. Colonel Hampton’s lady’s 
naid, has received notice to produce them on the trial. How the death 
of Mr. ‘Tulfnell will affect the proceedings against the lady, remains to 
ae scen. 


A paragraph having appeared in some of the papers, in which it was 
said that Captain Ross’s crew had not been paid the full amount of 
wages due to them, the Captain on Wednesday went to the Mansion- 
touse and made the following statement to the Lord Mayor. 

Whatever privations and hardships the crew had undergone, were fully par- 
ieipated in by the officers; who worked as hard as possible during the a 
ime they were absent from this country. As for the withholding of the pay, 
hat was most grossly incorrect. |The crew had received double pay up to the 
riod of the loss of the ship, and that loss did away altogether with any fur- 

ther claim. He had, however, procured for them full pay up to the moment of 
heir landing in England; so that there was not the slightest ground fer in- 
inuating that the contract, which was in fact exceeded as far as the paywas 
oncerned, was violated or treated with indifference. He had fully shared the 
ibours, without being recognized, as far as pecuniary matters were concerned ; 
@ that certainly upon the part of the seamen they had quite as little cause to 
complain. 

The Lord Mayor observed, that the seaman who had applied for leave to 
cake affidavit said that he had expected 58/. more than was awarded to him. He 
upposed that such an expectation ought not to have been entertained. 

Captain Ross said, that the person who had given such information to his 
zacdship was the only man who had misconducted himself during the expedi- 
ion. The 58. to which that individual seemed to think himself entitled, was 
he difference between the double pay during the whole voyage, putting out of 
ae question the loss of the ship, and the money which he had actually received ; 
sad, as had been previously stated, the moment the ship was lost, all claim 
spon the part of the crew legally terminated. 

After some further conversation relative to the loss of the will of 
nme of his crew, and a provision for his widow,—from which it ap- 

peared that Captain Ross had kindly exerted himself on behalf of the 
itter,—the Captain left the office. 

At the Bow Street Office, on Thursday, a miserable-looking lad, 
wamed James Graves, was charged by Mr. William Groves, a barrister 
nd a Magistrate for the county, with soliciting alms from him in Lin- 
oin’s Inn Fields, on the previous night. Myr. Groves himself sat in 
adgment on the prisoner; and, without being sworn, described to the 
Wferk the manner in which he had been importuned by the defendant ; 
who, he alleged, was intoxicated at the time. ‘The Clerk wrote down 
the facts, as detailed by the Magistrate; and the lad, having nothing to 

rge in his defence, was sentenced by Mr. Groves to be confined as a 
agrant for eight days in the House of Correction ; and he was re- 
ssoved from the bar in pursuance of the sentence. The proceeding was 
ither unusual, from the circumstance of Mr. Groves appearing in the 
wee capacities of prosecutor, witness, and judge; and the committal of 
1e defendant on the unsworn testimony of his accuser was a novelty in 
he judicial proceedings of the Office, which occasioned some surprise. 
ft appears, however, that the Vagrant Act gives the power to a Magis- 
mate to commit to prison eny person who may be guilty of an act of 
agrancy, without requiring his Worship to swear to the alleged offence, 
being merely necessary to state that the particular act of vagrancy 
ook place “in view” of the Magistrate ; who thereupon is empowered 
‘ocommit the offender for any period not exceeding three months; 
sud Mr. Groves, in this instance, availed himself of the power which 
ie law has vested in him, there being no other Magistrate on the 
Gench at the time to whom he could refer the case.—Morning Herald. 
Several individuals were summoned on Saturday before the Mar!- 
rough Street Magistrates, "y the parish authorities of St. George’s 
tanover Square, for having ‘efused to pay parish-rates, under peculiar 
cumstances. It appeared that the landlords of a great number of 
mises in the parish neglected to pay the poor, the county, and the 
police-rates, because they had sublet their houses to other parties, who, 
they contended, ought to be called upon te pay such demands. Now 
these under-tenants were mostly paupers, receiving relief from their 

‘ishes; and they were only enabled to pay the rent to the real land- 

d by letting the houses out in lodgings. In order to bring the ques- 

on to an issue, whether the real landlord or the pauper tenant was the 
oper person to make the claim of parochial rates upon, the parish had di- 
reated summonses to be served on Mr. Cubitt, landlord of twelve houses ; 
‘fr. Edwards, landlord of fifteen houses; and Mr. Cowdry, landlord 
f eight houses of this description. The Bench looked into the local 

Yet; and, upon consideration of the 56th clause, became of opinion, 
the case of Mr. Cubitt, that he was not Hable for the rates. The 

‘estry Clerk said the Vestry considered the point of so much impor- 
sauce that he had no doubt he should be instructed to apply to the 
King’s Bench for a mandamus on the subject. The two other cases 
vere postponed. 

Mr. Barron, a builder, applied to the Magistrates of this Office on 





Tuesday, for protection against a combination of a number of work- 
men, lately in his service, but who had struck for an advance of wages. 
He made the following statement. 

He was executing some extensive building work in Pall Mall for a gentleman 
who was under a contract to Government to complete the work by a stated 
time, which time had now about a week to run; but there was every proba- 
bility, from what had occurred among the bricklayers and labourers employed 
in the business, that it would not be possible to get the building completed ac- 
cording to the contract. On Saturday night, the men, who belong to a Union 
society held in Windmill Street, all struck, and refused to return to their work 
on Monday morning, unless their terms were agreed to. They also openly told 
him that no other labourer should be allowed to go on with the job; and this 
threat they had carried into complete execution. The men said they wanted 
5s. a day for eight hours’ work ; which terms he did not think fit immediately 
to comply with, but put on other men to work, who were almost immediately 
seduced away by the members of the Union, who congregated in large numbers 
in the street. He at last consented to yield to the terms proposed by the Union; 
and called to one of the men, who was most active in the strike, to go to work. 
The man said before he or his mates went to work, Mr. Barron must not take 
any other hands than those who had been employed previously. To this he 
also consented ; teliing the speaker he did not want them all, but he would take 
as many as he had work for. The speaker at first said this was very fair; but, 
after conversing with his mates, it was announced that he must take all the old 
hands on again. The building, in consequence of his resistance, was now at a 
stand-still: for if he put a stranger on, he was within half an hour induced to 
join the Union, who stood round the building watching it, to the number of a 
hundred and upwards. 

The Magistrate declined to act, because Mr. Barron could not bring 
forward a specific case of violence against any person, nor charge any 
one directly with entering into a conspiracy to deter others from work- 
ing. He directed some Police, however, to go to the spot, and en- 
deavour to persuade the men to disperse. 

Two boys, eleven and twelve years of age, of decent exterior, were 
charged on Saturday, at the Queen Square Office, with stealing an 
apple from the shop of a fruiterer in the King’s Road, Chelsea. The 
case excited no small degree of interest, from the nature of the charge 
and the decision of the Magistrate. The prosecutor stated, that 
Richard Burrowes, the elder boy, entered his shop, and asked fora 
halfpenny worth of specks (damaged apples) ; and his companion, John 
Roe, followed him in, and purloined an apple from the basket; which 
he found upon him, and he gave both boys into custody. He believed 
both prisoners resided with their parents in the neighbourhood. The 
Policeman, who produced the stolen apple, said that the boy Burrowes 
had been in custody before. Mr. Burrell asked upon what charge ? 
and was answered for stealing some fat; but the boy was discharged 
on his father undertaking to give him some correction. ‘The prisoner 
Burrowes, in answer to the charge, said that he had nothing whatever 
to do with stealing the apple; he went in to buy some “specks,” and 
the other boy accompanied him. The boy Roe admitted stealing the 
apple. Mr. Burrell committed Roe (the boy who stole the apple) to 
the House of Correction for ten days, and Burrowes to the same prison 
for twenty days, there to be kept to hard labour. 

At the Hatton Garden Office, on Tuesday, Dr. Blick, of Waltham- 


, Stow, accused Charles Wright, an undertaker, of having assaulted him 


at a funeral procession. 
stated his case. 

On the previous Friday, he was driving in his cabriolet along Holborn to- 
wards St. Giles’s sitting alongside of his groom, when his progress was im- 
peded by some hackney-coaches; and he crossed the road with a view of pas- 
sing them by; when he was completely blocked by other vehicles, so that he 
could not proceed one way or the other. At the moment, he observed a 
funeral procession coming in the contrary direction; when the defendant, who 
was acting as one of the mutes, called out to him to “ make way ;” which he 
found impossible to do ; and he informed the defendant that he could not do so ; 
on which he proceeded to the horse’s head, and, laying hold of the reins, be- 
gan to drag the horse along ; and without any provocation on his part, the de- 
fendant commenced beating witness with a long staff which he held in his 
hand. He belaboured him, the horse, and the vehicle, in a violent manner ; 
and he was eventually assisted by other mutes, who also beat him in an un- 
merciful manner with their staves over the head, shoulders, and arms, by which 
he was seriously injured ; and had it not been through the interference of a Mr. 
Jordan and some other gentlemen, who were near the spot in a carriage, he 
would have been more seriously injured. 

Another witness confirmed this account. 


The Doctor, with his arm in a sling, thus 


The prisoner and the two 
witnesses gave a palliating version of the’story; but it made no im- 
pression on the Magistrate; for Wright was sentenced to pay a fine of 
4l. ; andas he declared his inability to pay it, he was committed to the 
House of Correction and hard labour for six weeks. 

Last Saturday, at the Thames Police Office, the master of a sailing- 
barge of Erith, was charged with having stolen Messrs. Barrand and 


Welch’s devil. A clerk to the complainants, who are coal-merchants 
of Whitefriars Wharf, said that on Friday morning the devil was missed 
from their wharf; and ‘the prisoner's barge having been lying near the 
wharf, it was suspected that the devil had been carried away by him. 
The clerk proceeded to Erith, and there he found the barge and the 
devil in it. We asked the prisoner how it came there; to which he 
said, “ I don’t know how the Devil it did.” He afterwards said he be- 
lieved one of the men had taken it by mistake from the wharf, for which 
he was very sorry. 

Mr. Combe—“ Pray, Siz, what is the devil ?” 

An Officer—“ It’s a portable fire-grate.” ; 

The clerk begged to observe, that this was quite a new devil. 
was quite worn out. ; 

The prisoner was fined 5/. for unlawful possession of it. 


The old one 


About three weeks or a month ago, Major-General went with 
a young female to a house of ill-fame in Woodstock Street, which 
house he had been accustomed to visit with the same companion for 
some months previously. About three o’clock he was taken suddenly 
ill; and his complaint being of an apoplectic nature, medical assistance 
was immediately sent for. As this was the third or fourth attack 
during the last year, information of the circumstance was furnished to 
his family ; and his son and wife immediately attended. The usual re- 
medies im attacks of such a nature were applied; but they were inef- 
fectual, as the General expired the following morning. As there was 
nothing extraordinary in the circumstances or manner of the death of 
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Major-General ——, the funeral took place in the ordinary way. [A 


correspondent of the Times who furnishes this account, contradicts a | 


report which has been published in most of the papers this week, that 
there were some suspicious circumstances attending the death of the 
person alluded to; and that attempts had been made on the part of his 
family to hush up an inquiry which the Parish-officers intended to in- 
stitute. ] 

An inquest on the body of Mrs. Bedwell, who, as we related in last 
week’s Spectator, was stabbed by her husband in Southwark Square, 

yas held on Monday afternoon, The poor woman survived the wound 
only a few hours. No additional circumstances of interest transpired 
on the inquest; and the Jury returned a verdict of ‘“ Wilful Murder” 
against the prisoner, Benjamin Bedwell. There appears to be some 
reason to believe that he is insane. 

An inquest was held on ‘Tuesday, at a tavern in Lambeth, on the 
body of an old woman who was drowned in the Thames last week. 
There was no question as to their verdict among all the Jurymen, ex- 
cept one, who insisted upon having a surgeon examined, on the ground 
that timely medical assistance had not been rendered to the deceased. 
He declared that the Jury were all drunk but himself; and that the 
Coroner was a fool ; and that he would keep the Jury all night with- 
out giving a verdict, if the surgeon who was called to the assistance of 
the deceased was not examined. ‘To avert this unpleasant alternative, 
the surgeon was sent for and examined. ‘The Juryman then laughed 
heartily, and said, ‘* Now that I have had my own wey, I will give a 
verdict.” ‘The Coroner said he would take care he should never be 
again on a Jury called in his district. Verdict, ‘‘ Found drowned.” 
[1s not indecent behaviour, such as this man was guilty of, punishable 
by the laws which regulate inquests ?] 

Yesterday, in the Bankruptcy Court, there was a meeting of the 
creditors of Charles Gregory, of Luton, Bedfordshire. 
ings, as regarded the debts, were not of any interest ; but it appeared 
that at a private examination, a few days since, Commissioner Meri- 
vale threatened to commit the brother of the bankrupt, unless be ex- 
plained some imputed acts of collusion. On this the bankrupt took a 
large clasp-knife from his pocket, tore open his waistcoat, and made 
two thrusts with the open instrument at his left side. Several persons 
rushcd towards him, and, after a severe struggle, took the knife from 
him. From the first stroke, the blood flowed copiously ; and Gregory 
fell back apparently in a dying state, to the consternation of the whole 


Court. The wound was examined, but found to be very slight, and by 
no means dangerous. He afterwards passed his examination satisfac- 
torily. 





The Country. 

A public meeting was held at Brighton on the 19th instant, at which 
it was resolved to set on foot a shilling subscription for the payment of 
the fine of 501, which, in addition to six months’ imprisonment, the 
Court of King’s Bench imposed upon Mr. Cohen, the editor of the 
Brighton Guardian, for a libel. 

The extreme and uncalled-for severity of this sentence has formed 
the topic of much discussion during the week. The libel in question, 
Mr. Cohen made affidavit, was sent to him by a correspondent, and 
admitted into his paper inadvertently. We have not seen the paragraph 
itself, but its contents are thus summed up by the Zines. 

*¢ After enumerating some incendiary fires which had occurred about fifteen or 
twenty miles from Brighton, the writer took occasion to remark the exemption 
from such fires of those districts in whose neighbourhood certain Magis- 
trates resided, while the vicinjty of other Magistrates had been deplorably 
tormented by them; moreover, that in some places the Magistrates had 
persecuted the people, and would not let them express their opinions 

y meetings or unions, but had applied the term ‘mob’ to parties so 
applying for a redress of grievances, and had transported them: further, that 
the oppressed labourers had no way of making their wants known but by burn- 
ing the stacks of those who were obaoxious to them; that at Horsham the case 
was different, for there the middle classes had refused to abet the Magistrates, or 
to be sworn in special constables, to prevent the labourers from making known 
their grievances; and that the consequence was, the labourers considering the 
middle classes as their friends, that therefore the middle classes, instead of as- 
sisting the upper classes to oppress the lower, ought to make common cause with 
the peasantry for the protection of their own property, &c.” 

This paragraph was magnified by the Sussex Magistrates into an at- 
tempt to excite the lower classes against the higher, to encourage 
incendiarism, and vilify their own worshipful body. Bills of indict- 
ment were found against the publisher of it by a Grand Jury, twenty 
out of twenty-three of whom were themselves Magistrates; and the 
defendant was found guilty by a Special Jury, composed of men of the 
same class, and imbued with the same prejudices as his prosecutors. 
Thus, he justly complains, he was deprived of the “ protection which 
a jury of his peers would have thrown around him.” It was allowed 
that the tone of the paragraph in question was not in accordance with 
the general tone of the paper; and several affidavits by most respectable 
Magistrates were laid before the Court, in which the conduct of the 
defendant as a public journalist, during the time of the fires, was 
declared to be honourable and useful. These circumstances in his 
favour ought to have been taken into consideration when sentence was 
passed; but they seem to have been utterly disregarded. 

At the last Cumberland Assizes, the proprietors of the Carlisle 
Journal were prosecuted by the Earl of Lonsdale, the proceedings being 
by criminal information, for an alleged libel upon his character, in his 
capacity of Governor of St. Bee’s Charity-school. ‘The really guilty 
party, Mr. Steel, was acquitted, owing to a misnomer in the informa- 
tion; but his coproprietress, Mrs. Jollie, a widow lady with five chil- 
dren, was found guilty; but recommended by the Jury “in the strongest 
manner to the merciful consideration of the Court.” It was supposed 
that she would not be brought up for judgment ; but these who were of 
this opinion know little of the Karl of Lonsdale. His course of pro- 
ceeding will appear from the following extract from the Carlisle 
Journal. 

‘¢ The very able legal advisers of Mrs. Jollie in London gave it as their opinion 
that notice would be given to her if it was intended to call for judgment; that 
until such notice was given there was no necessity for her attendance in London, 
and that it would not be prudent on her part to press for judgment. . The reader 








will guess our astonishment, then, when, on laa | week, we were informed 
that she was arrested by a Sheriff’s officer, and that the warrant was of such a 


| Mrs. Jollie, and to which no bail can be admitted. 





niture that no bal could be almitted! Fully to appreciate the motives whick 
have led to this proceeding, it is necessary the reader should understand that & 
accomplish the end in view (namely, the appearance of Mrs. Jollie in the Court 
of King’s Bench on the 8th of January next, to reccive judgment), two comeses 
were open to the prosecutor,—one to issue a Judge’s warrant, to which bail cae 
be put in; the other is to issue a writ such as that which has been served upee 
The prosecutor has choses 


| the latter course; and on Wednesday last, Mrs. Jollie, a widow, the mother # 


' tain motions now pending in the King’s Bench) she must remain 


The proceed- | 





five children, was placed in the gaol of Carlisle, where (unless relieved by oer 
until the Stk 
of January next. We dare not trust ourselves to speak of this act, nor of dee 
manner in which it has been executed, as our feelings prompt: the publie, how- 
ever, will not fail to sce it in its true light.” 

A large and respectable meeting of landed proprietors and yeomay 
residing in the eastern part of Sussex, took place at Battle on Monday 
last, to take into consideration the propriety of expressing their con- 
tinued anxiety to have the tithe question settled, and the opinion af 
that part of the country as to the principle upon which it should be 
effected. Several resolutions were carried, declaring tithes to be ia- 
jurious to agriculture, to religion, and the best interests of the country 
that they ought to be totally abolished, upon a fair commutation ; thar 
such commutation should be grounded upon the rental and real valwe 
of the land; and that the landowner should in all cases have it im his 
power to redeem his property for ever from the burden. The: 
tion which declared that tithes should be abolished by a fair commute 
tion, was opposed by a few persons; one of whom proposed an amend- 
ment, omitting the words “by a fair commutation,” which was, 
being seconded and put, lost by a very large majority, and the original 
resolution was carried almost unanimously. 

A very numerous and respectable Vestry meeting, for the purpose 
of laying a church-rate, pursuant to legal notice, was held at Idle, near 
Bradford, on Wednesday week. Mr. Joseph Hepworth, of Park 
Lodge, being unanimously called to the chair, the two Churchwardens 
moved and seconded a rate of 4d. in the pound, to cover their estimates 
of 451. 9s. ; when the following amendment was moved by the Reverend 
Mr. Stringer, seconded by Mr. George Bateson, and curried unani- 
mously, ‘ That it is contrary to the spirit of Christianity to compe! 
pecuniary payments to support what we conscientiously disapprove ; 
and in hope of a speedy legislative enactment for the destruction of 
church-rates, that the consideration of laying a church-rate for the 
township of Idle be now postponed to this day twelve months.” After 
passing an unanimous vote of thanks to the Chairman, for his very 
able and impartial conduct in the chair, the meeting separated, highly 
gratified by this complete triumph over injustice and oppression.— 
Leeds Mercury. 

Ata Vestry meeting held on Thursday week, in the parish-churek 
of All Saints, in Hereford, it was proposed by the Churchwardens # 
levy a rate on the parishioners for the repairs of the church, and tix 
salaries of the sexton, organist, &e. A very old rate payer moved as 
an amendment, that the meeting should adjourn to that day foitnigixt 





Uy, 





cool. 


haste 
when a committee should be appointed to investigate the claims in the 
rate, and to ascertain what reductions may be effected. ‘Lhe amend- 
ment was carried unanimously.—Hereford Times. 

On Thursday last, a meeting was held at Coventry, for the purpos: 
of granting a church-rate of Gd. inthe pound for St. Michael's Churek 
The show of hauds wes against the rate, in consequence of numbers 
getting into the body of the hall who had no vote. <A poll was 
demanded, which closed at three o’clock. ‘The result was a triumph 
for the Church party—For the church-rate, 259; against, J24 
majority, 135. 

The Corporation of Leicester dined together on Thursday week, a 
the Guildhall in that town. There were about four hundred and fifty 
gentlemen present; among whom were Earl Howe, Lord Robert 
Manners, Sir G. Beaumont, and Mr. Halford, the Conservative 
Member for the Southern division of the county. The health of th: 
King was given with the usual honours ; but when that of the “ (jucen 
God bless her!” was proposed, the report states, “ that immediately « 
spontaneous burst of applause resounded from all parts of the hal 
displaying the utmost extent of enthusiastic loyalty.” Earl Howe 
Lord Robert Manners, and Mr. Halford, addressed the company ie 
Anti- Ministerial speeches. The whole affair seems to have been the 
most violent outburst of party-feeling that has occurred for some time 
We hope that Ministers will prove next session, that they deserve the 
ill-will of these foes to improvement in Church and State. 

The Sheriffs of Norwich have refused to submit themselves ané 
their officers to the investigation of the Corporation Commissioners. 
Their refusal was conveyed in polite, but peremptory terms: the rea 
son assigned for it is the want of legal authority in the Commission. 

The Reverend Mr. Salkeld, Vicar of Crosby in Cumberland, 
brought many actions for the recovery of green tithes, under Lord 
Tenterden’s Act. But ashe had not been in possession of the living a 
sufficient length of time to entitle him to recover for the six years for 
which he claimed, he brought the actions in the names of Mr. Lowry 
aud of Mrs. Lowry, the widow of the late incumbent. This was 
done against their consent; and they accordingly applied to have the 
proceeding taken off the file in the Court of Exchequer. The case 
came on for hearing last week ; when the application was acceded te, 
and the plaintiff was ordered to pay all costs belonging to the suit 
By this proceeding, Mr. Salkeld will be debarred from renewing his 
suit, the time limited by Lord Tenterden’s Act having expired. We 
trust this will be alesson to all reverend tithe-seekers, and teach them 
to look twice before they leap once in future, however tempting may 
be the bait.— Carlisle Journal. 

The agriculturists in the neighbourhood of Tiverton are greatly 
alarmed at the prospect before them; many of them being obliged te 
sell the produce of their farms at the present ruinous prices, to meet 
the demands from their landlords, the parson, the tax-collector, and te 
pay their lime-bills, together with the enormous poor-rates. It ie 
much to be regretted, that the generality of landlords oblige their tenants 
to pay all rates and taxes, as some for want of ability, and many more 
for fear of giving offence to the comparative few who generally manage 
the affairs of the parish, allow abuses to pass unnoticed ; whereas, sf 
the landlords who have the benefit of superior education paid one hak, 
they would of course feel interested, and remedy many of the existing 
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evils. It must be evident to every one who is at all conversant with 
the farming business, that it will be found impossible for many an honest 
farmer to continue to pay the present rents, tithes, taxes, and rates. — 
Western Times. 

A most serious mistake occurred last Monday at the Royal Obser- 
vatory, at Greenwich. The ball at the top of that building has been 
set. up for the purpose of giving mean time at one o’clock every day. 
This instrument is chiefly intended for tle use of persons on sbip-board, 
im the river Thames and the adjacent docks ; who ascertain by it the 
rate of their chronometers. It is of the utmost consequence that the 
ball should act at an invariable point of time. An error of a second, 
taken on the day a ship leaves the Thames (and many ships leave every 
day), would in all probability be productive of the most calamitous 
results. This error would produce a corresponding error each day of a 
quarter of a mile in longitude; and the accumulation of such errors 
would, during a long voyage, amount to a quantity that would altogether 
mislead the mariner and endanger the loss of the vessel. We do not 
know the cause of the misfortune ; but on Monday last, the ball was 
set-in motion one minute after the true time. Being an instrument but 
lately constructed, we may presume it was caused by some unavoidable 
aceident. At any rate, so serious an accitlent must not recur, or the 
Board of Admiralty will find the ball of no further use than as an ob- 
ject of amusement to holyday people. Those who use it for scientific 
purposes will lose all confidence in its operations. — Greenwich Gazette. 

There has been this week rather a falling off in the Cloth-halls, and 
in the sale of finished goods ‘by the merchants. The present price of 
Yow and middling qualities checks any inclination to purchase beyond 
the immediate want, and the same feeling operates with the manufac- 
turers; consequently, the stock is somewhat limited in goods of this 
elass. In the superfine qualities the quantity, is considerable, although 
these goods possess by far the best value relatively—Leeds Mercury. 

_ The manufacturers of Bradford, not being able to obtain remunerat- 
sng prices, are under the necessity of curtailing their business; and itis 
to be feared that a reduction in wages will follow.—Jdem. 

On Saturday week, at Halifax, generally speaking, the sales of stuff 
goods went of heavily, and the prices realized did not exceed those 
formerly obtained.—Jdem. 

‘* The blanket trade of Dewsbury is very flat; and there seems to 
he little hopes of its recovery for some time.—Jdem. 

Thirty miles of the line of the London and Birmingham railway, in 
parts where the greatest quantity of labour will be required, have been 
staked out. About 96,0001. (out of 125,000/.) of the second call have 
heen already paid up; andit is not expected that any material deviation 
from the line for which the act was obtained will be necessary. The 
important undertaking is now proceeding with great spirit. —Birming- 
ham Journal. 

Joint stock banking establishments are on the increase in all parts of 
the kingdom, and in most instances exhibit decisive proofs of prosperity. 
The annual meeting of the shareholders of the Knaresborough and 
Clare Banking Company was held on Wednesday weck. After re- 
serving a considerable surplus, the Directors declared a dividend of 
7 per cent. on the subscribed capital for the past year. ‘The shares are 
now at 60 prem.—Newcastle Journal. 

The Duke of Newcastle very lately received from Scotland several 
brace of black grouse, which have been turned out at Hafod. They 
were brought into Wales by a Highlander; and it is hoped the breed 
will be allowed to increase, that Cardiganshire may once more be 
stocked with so fine a description of game. 

The report that the Tixall estate has been purchased by Earl Talbot 
for a sum short of 320,000/. is unfounded. The estate is not sold, nor 
has any contract ever been entered into at any time with Earl Talbct 
on the subject of the sale or purchase. —Morning Post. 

The fancy sale for the Sussex County Hospital, which terminated at 
Brighton yesterday week, produced 1,400/,; exceeding by 140/. the 
sum taken at the last sale for the same purpose. During the three 
days, 2,690 persons paid ls. each for admission ; which alone realized 
1341. 10s. On the first day, 7001. was taken. On the third day, the 
juvenile branches of families were admitted gratis. A large quantity 
of the unsold work, on which much labour must have been bestowed, 
will be given tothe Dorcas Society.’ 

During the past week, it is said that upwards of eight hundred of 
the workmen have joined the Trades Union, at Derby, aud entered into 
engagements with each other, under the sanction of an oath, which 
is imposed on every member ; but.the terms of this compact are kept 
a pro found secret.—Derbyshire Courier. 

A number of labourers at Sutton Courtney, having determined no 
longer to work for 8s, per week, to which their wages had, two or 
three_weeks previously, been reduced, started off together one vo last 
week, and compelled the carters to leave their ploughs, the shepherds 
their flocks, the taskers the flail, and the breakers of stones or spreaders 
of gravel their laborious but less profitable avocations, and repair with 
them to the seat of justice—the Magistrates’ meeting at Abingdon. 
Here they complained of a breach of faith in the farmers, their em- 

Moyers; who had advanced their wages to 9s. per week in 1830, and 
fai now reduced them to 8s. The Magistrates very wisely requested 
them to go home and endeavour to arrange the difference with their 
woasters, they not being there to answer to the charge brought against 
them; and that, if it should be necessary, to come again on tbat 
day fortnight, the next Magistrates’ meeting, and they would send a 
letter to the overseers of Sutton on the subject. The complainants 

reed to this arrangement, and we.are happy to hear that nearly all 
them have returned to their work.—Reading Mercury. 

Mr. John Carr, the Earl of Durham’s coal-agent at Sunderland, and 
his groom, together with Mr. John P. Kidson, Lord Durham’s solicitor, 
apd two other gentlemen of Sunderland, were held to bail on Monday 
week, to appear at the Sessions and take their trials on charges of as- 
sault upon the proprietor of the Newcastle Journal and his assistant. 
‘The particulars of this.assault were copied into the Spectator last week, 
from a. Durham paper. 

At the Town-hall, Sheffield, the other day, a man was charged with 
stealing a fine barn-door fowl. His house had been searched, and the 





fowl was discovered dressed. ‘lhe owner was satisfied it was his pre- 
perty, but could not swear to it. On being asked on what the fowl 
had been fed on the previous day, he replied, white wheat. . The con- 
stable was then directed to open the craw; when half a pint of white 
wheat was ‘ound ; and the accused was committed without scruple. 

The execution of John Stallan, convicted at the last Assizes of 
setting fire to premises at Great Shelford, and respited till the 7th of 
December next, will take place that day.— Cambridge Paper. 

Captain Fenton, the Member for Huddersfield, died on Wednesday 
morning, at his house, nearthat town. ‘ The circumstances attending 
this melancholy event,” says the Huddersfield Express, “ may, per- 
haps, be cleared upon an investigation before the Coroner for the dis- 
trict, but at present they are involved in considerable mystery. As far 
as we have been able to gather them, they are as follows. About half. 
past eight in the morning, Captain Fenton quitted his chamber, and 
went into his usual dressing-room, on the higher story. Nothing un- 
usual was observed in his manner. In about five minutes after he had 
gone up stairs, a female servant, who had just crossed the area into the 
kitchen, heard something fall heavily behind her; and turning round, 
beheld the almost lifeless body of her master, who had fallen from the 
window of his dressing-room. Every possible assistance was imme- 
diately rendered; but as the unfortunate gentleman had fallen on his 
head, every symptom of consciousness was gone. Life, however, con- 
tinued to linger till about eleven o’clock, when it fled for ever. Cap- 
tain Fenton has left a widow and two daughters, ina state of suffering 
better imagined than expressed. Nor are these the only persons who 
will acutely feel his premature decease: ten orphan children, five 
belonging to a deceased brother, and five left by a brother of Mrs. 
Fenton, looked up to him as their protector. Captain Fenton was 
of most amiable disposition, and greatly beloved by his tenantry and 
neighbours. His melancholy decease has cast a deep gloom over the 
town which he represented. A vacancy in the representation of Hud- 
dersfield arising out of this lamentable event, some of the electors are 
already on thealert. We are told—we hope it is not true—that, be- 
fore the corpse of Captain Fenton was cold, a deputation was sent to 
Captain Wood, of Sandal, to request him to come forward. The 
Tories are talking of Mr. Sadler and the Honourable J. Stuart Wort- 
ley ; but the general opinion appears to be that John Blackburne, Esq. 
of the Middle Temple, a barrister on this circuit, and a native of Hud- 
dersfield, will be put in nomination, and be the successful candidate. 
_ Blackburne is of Liberal politics, and highly esteemed at the 

ar.” 

A daring attack was made on the keepers of Mr. J. E. A. Starkey, 
of Spye Park, on the night of Weduesday week. ‘The keeper being 
on the look-out for poachers, soon discovered a man, whom he was 
about to take into custody, when he was immediately surrounded by 
about twenty others, all armed with swords, bayonets, bludgeons, &c. 
They rescued their companion, and then took the keeper’s rifle from 
him, which one of them had the hardihood to snap at him, but fortu- 
nately it missed fire. They then proceeded to tie his hands behind 
him; and after having bound him to a tree, left him all night in that 
deplorable condition. Mr. Starkey has offered rewards of fifty guineas 
on the conviction of the man who seized on the rifle ; fifty on the con- 
viction of him who snapped it at the keeper ; and ten guineas for each 
conviction of any of the other parties present.—Salisbury Herald. 

A dastardly attempt was made between one and two o'clock on the 
morning of ‘Tuesday the 19th instant, to assassinate Mr. G. E. H, Cress- 
well, of Sherston, Wilts, in revenge for that gentleman’s efforts in the 
suppression of poaching. The poachers, a most daring and organized 
band, have in former seasons levied a species of English black-mail, or 
forbearance-money, on the gentry in the various immediate districts of 
Gloucester and Wilts. Mr. Cresswell has lately been active in his 
endeavours to suppress this gang ; and received an intimation to expeet 
a consequent revenge ; which was first attempted by the ruffians making 
a noise under his bedroom-window, with a view to draw him to the 
spot; but failing in this, they discharged a volley of guns, laden with 
shot and balls, through the three front bedroom-windows, in one of 
which rooms were Mr. and Mrs. Cresswell and an infant chile, —for- 
tunately without the intended victims sustaining any injury. 

The Magistrates of Urchfont have been engaged in examining evi- 
dence relative to four men in custody on suspicion of setting fire to the 
ricks of Mr. Compton. But such is the lawless state of Urchfont, 
that on Saturday night they set fire to another barley rick, the produce 
of about twelve acres, the property of Mr. Butler; and whilst the 
flames were raging, gave evident symptoms of the delight they took in 
the scene; and early on Sunday morning actually danced in triumph 
around the expiring embers! About a load of the barley had, by great 
exertions, been preserved, and was placed a short distance from where 
it formerly stood ; and it is a fact, that while the better portion of the 
parish were engaged in their devotions on Sunday afternoon, an at- 
tempt was again made to consign this remaining part of the rick to the 
flames. Perceiving, however, they were observed, they went off with- 
out accomplishing their purpose. A great number of the labourers of 
this parish appear to be in the last stage of demoralization, and sume of 
the women would disgrace either St. Giles’s or Billingsgate ; their 
threats and imprecations, on the apprehension of the men now in custody, 
were truly horrid. ‘The pay-masters although very severely burdened, 
are in general kind and attentive to the sick and necessitous ; anda bigh 
rate of wages is given to the labourer ; but—and this is one way of ac- 
counting forthe state of the parish—nearly the whole of the wages 1s 
spent at the alehouse !—.Devizes Gazette. 

One evening last week, a young man of respectable appearance, slept 
at an inn on the Newport road, and departed in the morning. Ina 
short time afterwards, the landlord’s daughter, who was the only person 
in the house. at the time, discovered that he had purloined a silver 
chalice cup, belonging to the parish-church, which was kept there, in a 
box in-her room, for better security. When she had alarmed the 
family, who were ploughing in an adjoining field, she immediately took 
horse, pursited the thief, and after a warm chase of six miles,,overtook 
him at Caerwent, when he was secured, and taken back to. be dealt 
with by the’ Magistrates of the Christ Church distict, “as the law 
then and there provides.” Hereford Ti 


A Coroner’s inquest was held ‘on Monday week at the Guildhall, 
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Macclesfield, to inquire into the death of Sarah Stubbs, a girl, eleven 
years of age. She worked for Mr. S. Thorpe, silk-throwster, of 
Huddersfield ; and on the Friday afternoon previous, her ends being 
down, James Walker, an elderly man, who dresses as a Quaker, and is 
a steward there, called out to her to mind her work. She took no 
notice of him; upon which he went up to her, and struck her four 
blows on the head with a strap of considerable strength and weight. 
She went home shortly afterwards, very ill; and lingered in a state of 
insensibility until Sunday afternoon, when she expired. The testi- 
mony of the house-surgeon to the Dispensary, who had examined the 
head of the deceased, was, that she died from inflammation of the brain, 
caused by the concussion from the beating. A verdict of Manslaughter 
was returned, and the man was committed to Chester Castle to take 
his trial at the next Assizes.—Manchester Times. 

On Sunday the ‘17th instant, while Miss B s and her mother 
were instructing the children of the Sunday School of the parish- 
church of Tudeley, near Tonbridge, a person named H e rushed 
in, and having seized Miss B., who is about eighteen years of age, as- 
sisted by his brother, forcibly placed her in a chaise, and proceeded 
with all speed to London. As soon as the circumstance was made 
known, some of the family went in pursuit of them to London, and 
from thence to France, without suecess. It is reported that the parties 
became acquainted at the island of St. Helena; where the father of 
the lady was chaplain, and Mr, H. organist. The lady is said to have 
been taken away without her consent; but the gentleman pretends 
that she was contracted to him at St. Helena; she was then about 
twelve years of age.—Kentish Gazette. 

A fire broke out at midnight on Sunday; in the town of Hertford, 
which occasioned considerable alarm, from its being known that the 
house contained a quantity of oil and other combustibles. The damage 
was, however, fortunately confined to the destruction of the inner part 
of the house and the furniture. Two of the inmates, a youth about 
seventeen, and alodger who was a cripple, were in the most imminent 
peril, having made their escape to the parapet; and upon a ladder being 
raised, it was found to be too short for these individuals to reach; 
whereupon an athletic bystander added to the length, by having the 
bottom round placed upon his chest, and thus standing under it, sup- 
ported by others, the cripple and his partner in jeopardy managed to 
plice themselves upon the ladder, and were thus safely brought to the 
ground, amid the acclamations of the surrounding multitude. 











TRELAND. 

Mr. Shiel applied to the Court of King’s Bench, on Monday, 
to postpone the trial of Mr. Barrett, editor of the Pilot till next 
term, on several technical grounds, but the Court decided that the 
trial should be proceeded with. 

On Tuesday, about eleven o’clock, Chief Justice Bushe and the three 
other Judges took their seats on the bench. Besides the Attorney- 
General and Solicitor-General, Mr. Sergeant Pennefather, Mr. Ser- 
geaat Perrin, Mr. Holmes, and three other counse}, were retained for 
the Crown. Mr. O'Connell, Mr. Sheil, Mr. Woulffe, Mr. Pigott, 
and Mr. O’Dwyer were counsel for Mr. Barrett. A Jury of twelve 
Protestants was sworn; and the defendant having pleaded Not Guilty, 
the Attorney-General commenced his address. ¥ 

He laboured to convince the Jury that the delay in bringing 
trial was unavoidable ; and declared that from the day when 
found the bill of indictment, his exertions had been unceasing 
submitted to a jury. The publication which was alleged to contain a libel, pur- 
ported to be a letter from Mr. Daniel O’Connell ; but with that the Jury had 
nothing to do: the defendant was responsible for its publication, being the: re- 
gistered proprietor of the paper in which it appeared. The letter was dated the 
4th of April, two days after the Royal assent was given to the Coercion Bill, 
and whith was therefore the law of the land at the time when the letter was 
written. He admitted that the Coercion Bill was a severe and unconstitutional 
measure; but argued in support of its absolute necessity from the Ictter itself 
which was the subject of the indictment. He quoted seme passages in which 
Whitefvet outrages were reprobuted in the strongest terms, and stigmatized as 
** crimes demanding the vengeance of man, and bringing down the punishment 
of God.” He exposed the inconsistency of the letter-writer in protesting against 
@ measure which these very crimes had rendered necessary ; and read a number 
of passages which he maintained were clearly of a libellous nature and most dan- 
gerous tendency. 

The Registrar of Newspapers in the Stamp-office was called to prove that Mr. 
Barrett was the registered proprietor of the Pilot ; but Mr. O'Connell said that 
he would at once admit that point. 

The Solicitor-General said there was another point on which he would wish 
to ask the witness one question; Did the witness understand the “ Anglesea 
Algerine Act” to mean the third of William the Fourth ? 

“ Mr. O’Connell—* It means, gentlemen, that very Act which the Attorney- 
General called unconstitutional.” (Laughter. ) 


the defendant to 
the Grand Jury 
to have the case 


Mr. O’Connell—* Before the publication is read, I mean to call for the | 
poste of the last trial; in order that we may have your Lordship’s opinion | 


upon it.” 

Solicitor- General—“ There is no posted.” 

Mr. O'’Conne!l—<‘ My learned friend is right; I said postea—there was no 
record. I mean the record.” 

Solicitor-General—‘ The record may be brought in.” 

_ Mr. O'Connell—* No time will be lost by this, as in the mean time the pub. 
lication will be read. I suppose the Attorney-General means to call for having 
it read ; and I hope he will have some one who can read audibly.” (Laughter. ) 

Solicitor-General—‘* Let the officer read it.” 

Mr. Sheil—* If you choose I will read it.” 

The officer then read the entire letter. 

Mr. Pigott said, upon looking at the record, their Lordships would find that 
it was defective—there was no continuance marked upon it. 

The Solicitor-General said, on the making up the record, continuances were 
entered. If it was objected that the distringas was not entered on the record, 
the distringas was in court, and never was on the record. The continuances 
being but matter of form, were put on the record on making ‘it. 

After some further argument on this point, the Chief Justice decided that the 
trial should go on, but that the defendant should have the benefit of it hereafter. 

Mr. O'Connell then addressed the Jury at great length. He said that this 
trial was an attempt on the part of the Whig Ministry to prevent Irishmen from 
peaceably and tranquilly, -by a combination with each other, effecting the rege- 
neration of their country. This was a Cabinet prosecution. The Lord- 
Lieutenant was-fond of prosecutions; he had tried them before, and they had 
ended in a bottle of smoke. This was, a.State prosecution, instituted because 
the alleged libel denounced the baseness of the Whigs. * Nothing is laid in the 


( Laughter. ) 














four long skins of parchment, that comprise the indictment, of intention to libel 
the Whigs; and yet the strongest passages contained in the alleged libel are those 
which censure the Whigs, and above all, the sting contained in it is, that there 
is no satisfying Lord Plunkett. And yet there is no attempt here made to turn 
upon the publisher and call for punishment on him for libelling the Whigs. I 
wish they had done that directly. Gentlemen of the Jury, hereis a libel on the 
Whigs, those blessed Whigs, who have produced such glorious and admirable 
results to England and Ireland since they obtained the administration of affairs! 
—those admirable Whigs, who, when they were out of office, decried every 
thing as an abuse which they have sanctioned in practice since they came into 
office! Find a verdict for the Whigs; oh, find a verdict against us here for 
presuming to libel those most exquisite Whigs! It is not in terms a proseeution 
for libelling—it is directly charged there as a crime that they are abused ; but 
there is not a man amongst you who must not perceive that it is in- 
tended as a revenge for the Whigs.” It would be in vain to attempt to 
put down the cry for the Repeal of the Union by such prosecutions as 
this. He described in glowing colours the prosperity which would flow 
upon Ireland, should her Parliament once more assemble upon College Green. 
“ Gentlemen of the Jury, are you prepared to stand between Ireland and those 
advantages? It is because such an object is sought for, that this publication 
is prosecuted. Look to this publication—look to it from one end to the other, 
and see what are the leading topics. I do call upon you not to do that which the 
Attorney-General has done—to pick out a particular passage and view it by 
itself, not to weigh a single phrase by itself. Look at the publication altogether. 
We are not, and ought not to weigh in scales of gold, particular phrases, when 
we are looking to make a great people a nation. ‘The Attorney-General, in his 
address to you, has imputed motives—that was his duty. He has, too, in read- 
ing the document, quarrelled with the words Algerine Act; and he has told = 
that there was great impropriety in applying such epithets to an act of Parlia- 
ment. Perhaps there is—perhaps it is not good taste; but did you ever hear of 
such a thing as ‘the Russell Purge?’ Did you ever hear of the ‘ Church Rob- 
bery Bill?’ Will he call on you for a verdict against the man who uses such 
phrases? Now, if in this’ country of revolutions and strange changes, it 
should by any chance occur that I were for any one moment filling the 
office which he now fills—( Zaughter)—if that should so chance, and that 
I with my feeble mind, and very inadequate abilities were discharging 
those duties which he now performs, and that there was in that box a Jury 
exclusively of Roman Catholics, and I called upon you to find a verdict 
against a defendant because he had been so monstrously audacious as to 
call that bill I have adverted to, a ‘Church Robbery Bill’—is there one 
of you who listened to me on such an occasion, who would not bless the 
Whigs for having given you such an Attorney-General?” (Loud laughter.) 
If the Attorney-General had done all in his power to expedite the trial, Mr. 
Barrett had done nothing to retard it. ‘* Have you watched the proceedings in 
this case? On Saturday, there appeared in the newspapers a requisition, with 
the signatures of fifty-two individuals, calling for a discussion on the Repeal of 
the Union, and a petition to Parliament on the subject. On the Monday mora- 
ing following, the Attorney-General appears in Court, and applies for a day to 
be fixed for this trial Do you understand that? Is there one amongst you 
who does not understand those proceedings? In the North, the Whigs strike a 
magistrate off the roll, and they will not gratify a brother magistrate by telling 
why they did so. Why, what is this doing more than they do in Algiers ?—but 
with this difference, that they strike off the head, and if another asks the rea- 
son, they strike his head off also! while here they only strike one magistrate off 
the roll, and strike off another magistrate because he merely asks the reason. 
(Laughter) They must think us mad when they think they can get us to 
aid them. Can you now, then, tell the meaning of this prosecution? The 
real object is to suppress, if possible, all agitation en the subject of the Repeal 
of the Union. And I now ask you, is it a crime to agitate that question? The 
Union is but an act of Parliament—is it not right to discuss it?” Mr. O’Con- 
nell then read the whole of the letter; commenting upon it, as he went along 
—enforcing the opinions it contained, and endeavouring to show that it had not 
a dangerous tendency, but the reverse. In this part of his speech, he took occasion 
to pass a high eulogium upon Mr. Lefroy’s character ;_ and described the insulting 
treatment he had encountered in the House of Commons. He also quoted the 
Evening Mail with approbation. —“ That journal asked—what advantage 
has Ireland gained from the Union?” It is a very proper question, and never 
yet has been answered until this day. This prosecution is the answer. The 
advantage is, that it prevents Protestants and Catholics from uniting; that it 
puts down Mr. Lefroy, and if there be a Member of the city of Dublia of the 
saine name with myself, from speaking his sentiments. He warned the Jury, 
and men of all parties, that the Coercion Act might be brought into operation 
against them any day that the Government chose. The man who asserted that 
the letter was a libel to-day, might be sent to prison himself to-morrow. He 
quoted the speeches of Chief Justice Bushe, and Judge Jebb, then on the bench, 
and of Lord Plunkett snd Mr. Saurin, delivered when the Union with England 
was discussed in the Irish Parliament ; and argued that there could be nothing 
criminal in repeating the substance of those arguments. 

After Mr. O’Connell had concluded, the Solicitor-General applied 
for an adjournment till the next day; which, after some demur on the 
part of the defendant’s counsel, was agreed to. 

The proceedings were resumed on Wednesday. 

The Solicitor-General spoke with much earnestness on the subjects of Repeal 
and agitation. He laid great stress upon the fact of the letter having been writ- 
ten two days after the Coercion Act became the law of the land. Mr. O"Con~ 
nell, be said, had exhibited a most wonderful change in his political opinions on 
this occasion. He had not only complimented the Attorney-General, but Co- 
Jonels Blacker and Verner: he had designated Mr. Lefroy as his dear and most 
particular friend ; he had even thrown compliments into the jury box; and the 
only way in which he had escaped from his eulogy was, that he had never at 
any time been connected with the Tory party. And how long were those com- 
pliments to the Jury to last? Precisely so Jong as they remained in the jury- 
box. He was not the man who could one day pour forth his praises on any 
particular party or individuals, and on the very next day, perhaps, in another 
place, hold them up as objects of censure. It was now little matter which party 
in the State held the reins of government—whether the Ministry was composed of 
Whig or Tory—the time had arrived when the honest, the orderly, and the vir- 
tuous of all parties should unite to stem the tide of Radicalism and Revolutionary 
principle, which, if suffered to proceed, would overwhelm all the institutions of the 
country. He adverted to the agitation of the Repeal question. Mr. O'Connell had 
shrunk froin the challenge given him in the House of Commons to debate the ques- 
tion, although he complained that the Coercion Bill was passed for the purpose of 
stifling its discussion. Let him bring forward the statements he had made herein 
the House of Commons; and he would find that Mr. Stanley and Mr. Spring 
Rice would upset all his calculations of debt and revenue founded upon one-ninths 
and two-seventeenths. He concluded by expressing his conviction that the Jury 
would arrive at ajust and impartial decision. « ‘ 

The Chief Justice briefly charged the Jury. They were, he said, sufficiently 
acquainted with the Jaw of libel, and did not require any advice froin the Court. 
They were simply to find whether the publication was such as it was described 
in the indictment, or whether it came within the limits of legitimate discussion. 


The Jury, after ten minutes’ consultation, returned a verdict of 
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é Guilty ;” but strongly recommended the defendant to the merciful 
onsideration of the court. 
The Foreman said that he was ready, if necessary, to state their reasons for 
their recommendation. 
he Lord Chief Justice—‘ It is unnecessary.” His Lordship inquired 
whether the Crown had any objection that the traverser should remain out on 
his own recognizances ‘until the first day of next term. 
Mr. Sergeant Pennefather—‘ No objection, my Lord.” 
The Court then adjourned. The points saved for the defendant, re. 
garding the record, are to be argued next term. 


A case was heard in the Court of Exchequer on Saturday, which 
throws an interesting light on the vengeful litigation pursued by the 
Trish clergy in the superior courts, in support of their vested interest 
in tithes. The plaintiff was the Reverend Marcus Monk, Rector of 
Rathdowny, in the Quéen’s county, who sued for the sum of 3l. ds. ; 
and the defendant, Michael Duane, one of thirty-four parishioners who 
had all been served with writs for sums so small that they might each 
have been recovered by civil bill process, at an expense of a few shil- 
lings, before Mr. Schoales, Assistant- Barrister of the county. 
plaintiff, however, preferred bringing the thirty-four defendants into the 
superior courts, where the costs of defending an action are at the least 
201. Mr. Sheil spoke with much energy on behalf of the defendant, 
and insisted on the extreme hardship of ‘his case. 

There was no necessity for the plaintiff laying the venue in Dublin, as his 
= of Rathdowny was under composition, and the proofs were therefore all 
ocal. The vestry-books, applotiment, certificates, &c. were all documents readily 
proveable before Mr. Schoales in the Civil Bill Court in the Queen’s county ; 
and the very writs which brought the parties up to Dublin had been served by 
the process-server attached to that local court in the county ; so that every real 
objection to the plaintiff proceeding by civil bill was removed, and it was plain 
that his object was to oppress the defendant by the accumulation of costs. It 
was also stated in an affidavit of the defendant’s attorney, that the plaintiff had 
been in the habit of recovering his tithes heretofore by civil bill process. 


| 
| 


The | 


| their tenants ! 
| 


He cited a case in which the Court of King’s Bench had restrained | 


a landlord from proceeding in the superior courts, because the sum 
claimed brought the case within the jurisdiction of the Assistant-Bar- 
rister, being under 10/.—(by the late act it is extended to sums under 
201.) He therefore moved that the proceedings in the case might be 
stayed, upon the payment of the 31. 5s. with costs. 

After counsel had been heard on the part of the plaintiff, Chief 
Baron Joy refused the defendant's application, with costs. 

Mr. Sheil uttered, in surprise—‘“ With costs, my Lord? ” 

The Chief Baron replied, in his usual caustic manner—“ Yes, with costs.” 

The correspondent of the Times makes the following remarks upon 
this trial. 

“Tt is whispered among the attornies who crowd the Hall this last day of 
term, that the above specimen of vengeful litigation will form an instructive 
example for the anti-tithe population in their legal warfare with the clergy ; so 
that it is not at all improbable we shall see, next term, various reverend tithe- 
claimants (who refuse to touch a penny of the loan of the 1,000,000/. offered by 
Government to stop this unhallowed warfare with their flocks, as the thing 
accursed’ spoken of in the Dublin Evening Mail) brought into these expen- 
sive superior courts by cross’ suits instituted in contra-vindictiveness. Poor 
Paddy has a great disinclination to listen to the doctrinal points pressed on his 
attention by the Law-Chureh; but when the exemplary practice of its teachers 
‘comes ho:ue to his business, his bosom,’ and his pocket, in the shape of an 
Exchequer decree loaded with 600 per cent. ef costs on the arrears of tithes 
awarded against him by an unrelenting Chief Baron or Chief Justice, he will, 
in the natural course of such teaching, be very likely to become an apt scholar, 
and say with Shylock, ‘It will be hard with me if I do not better the instruc- 
tion they give me.’ It is understood that this subject will come before the 
public again in the shape of a motion in Parliament early next session, for an 
inquiry ito the conduct of the Reverend Mr. Monk and others of his brethren 
who evince similar litigious propensities.” 

The Court of Common Pleas was occupied on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday with an interesting trial of the Honourable Frederick Caven- 
dish, proprietor of the Castlebar Velegraph, or Connaught Ranger, at 
the suit of the Marquis of Sligo, for the publication of three libels (in 
the Castlebar Telegraph) on the 23d and 80th of January 1833, on the 
subject of the Marquis’s procedings in reference to the election which 
took place in the preceding month, to the introduction of the extra 
Police in the barony of Gallin, county of Mayo, and other local topics. 
The defendant spoke as leading counsel in his own defence for three 
hours, apparently in aggravation of the libels; and was found guilty, 
and sentenced to pay 250/. damages. and 6d. costs, which is equivalent 
to about 1502. more. He has been now only three or four months out of 
gaol for a previous libel on the Marquis of Sligo, and then paid a fine 
of 200/. on the same head.— Times Correspondent. 








A Dublin paper contains the following list of Irish Members who 
voted against the Coercion Bill, and who haye disclaimed the act of 
treachery imputed to one of their body. 

Daniel O'Connell J. H. Talbot 
Join O'Connell C,O Brien 

R. L. Sheil R. M. Bellew 
Hon, P. 8S, Butler D. Ronayne 
F. O'Connor A.C. O'Dwyer 
Dr. Baldwin C,. Fitzsimon Morgan O'Connell 

C, A, Walker W. Blackney Richard Sullivan 

We perceive by the Standard of last night, that some people are dis- 
satisfied with Mr. Sheil’s disclaimer, and wish to know the terms of it. 
The Standard professes ignorance on this subject, and is not aware 
that, although Mr. Sheil’s name appears on the list of ‘* Purgatorians,” 
he has yet published any “ distinct written disclaimer.” We have not 
seen any application to Mr. Joseph Pease for the names of those 
Members, “all and sundry,” who exerted their eloquence to persuade 
that worthy disciple of passive obedience, who thinks it his primary 
duty to support the King’s Government, to vote for the Coercion Bill, 
though too nervous to vote for it themselves. Mr. Hill’s story was 
only second-hand ; whereas Mr. Pease was personally accosted by several 
traitors. Whyshould Mr. Hill be “taken,” and Mr. Pease be *‘left?” 


Lieutenant the Honourable William Spencer Cowper, of the Royal 
Horse Guards, the second son of Earl Cowper, and nephew to 
Viscount Melbourne, has been appointed Aide-de-camp to the 
Marquis Wellesley. Mr. Cowper was for nearly three years attached 
to the Household of the Marquis of Anglesea in the same capacity. 


N. Filzsimon 
W. Roche 
O'Connor Don 
E. S. Ruthven 
J. Roe 











The Catholic Bishop of Maronia has written a letter to Earl Grey 


in which he represents the state of the peasantry in Munster and Con- 
naught as most deplorable, owing to the failure of the potato crop, and 
the impossibility of procuring wheat or grain of any description asa 
substitute for it. 

It would appear, however, that all Ireland is not in this deplorable 
condition. Mr. Isaac Weld, of Ravenswell Bray, has written a letter 
to the Times, containing remarks upon Mr, Poulett Scrope’s letter to 
the agriculturists of the West of England, from which the subjoined 
extracts are made. 

‘* That much misery exists in various parts of Ireland, cannot be denied ; but 
is there to be found in the whole West of England a single agriculturist such a 
dolt as to believe that the fat and ponderous oxen, the well-fed sheep, or even 
the heavy bacon pigs, which find their way to Manchester from Ireland, are 
raised by men living in turf-huts, on potatoes and butter-milk ; or that their 
poorly-cultivated and small allotments of land could produce wheat to vie in 
quality with the finest samples of English growth? No, Sir; the English far- 
mer must be better informed, and at no loss to attribute the increased and im- 
proved productions of Ireland to increased intelligence and increased capital. It 
is a grateful task to assist in dispelling error ; and if Mr. Scrope would conde- 
scend to visit the beautiful and peaceful district of which I am an inhabitant, in 
the course of a morning’s ride I would undertake to show him extensive farms 
as skilfully cultivated as any he can point out in England. He shall see as ac- 
curate drill husbandry, as neat hedges, as rich crops of wheat, turnips, mangel- 
wurzel, clover, &¢., as complete thrashing-machines, as compact farm-yards, as 
well-made stacks, * * * * * *° QObserve the pains which are at pre- 
sent taken in Ireland by landlords and by societies to disseminate, by various 
tracts, useful and practical agricultural information amongst the lesser farmers ; 
observe the pains to introduce improved breeds of cattle. Why, at the Dublin 
cattle-show of last year, Mr. Robert Litouche exhibited an English Durham 
bull, reputed to have cost him 2402. Good proof this of the avarice and indo- 
lence of Irish landlords, and their indifference to the rags and butter-milk of 

r ten It is lamentable to perceive how little Ireland is known on the 
British side of the Channel. Never was there a country in which agriculture 
made more rapid strides ; and yet by far the greater improvement still remains 
to be accomplished.” 

Various districts of Kildare county, which were hitherto in a state 
of tranquillity, now present a scene of turbulence and lawless violence, 
which threaten the very extinction of law. The system of combina- 
tion and outrage is fast spreading among the peasantry; and we much 
fear that the present winter will give ample employment to the Police 
and the local authorities. In consequence of the daring attacks made 
ou the houses of Messrs. Kennedy and Daly, who reside on the lands 
of Ballyshannon, by which the former gentleman narrowly escaped 
being murdered, for “ distraining for rents,” the Government have 
considered it necessary to establish a police station in that district. 
Carlow Sentinel. 


Extracts from various Irish papers prove that the King’s County and. 
Kilkenny are also in a very disturbed state. 

From a circumstance stated in the Galway papers of Monday, it 
may be fairly presumed that-the Irish Executive is not accessory to en- 
couraging the clergy in harassing their parishioners vindictively. It ap- 
pears that during the last fortnight, several informations were issued 
against individuals in the neighbourhood of Tuam, accused of aiding in 
rescues for distress under the Tithe Composition Act. ‘The warrants 
were all directed to Mr. Wright, Chief Constable of Police; who, on 
being applied to, tefused to arrest any of the parties, excusing himself 
on the grounds that he had received an official letter from Sir William 
Gossett (which he produced) directing him ‘ not to allow any of the- 
constables under his command to be in any way aiding or assisting in 
the execution of law proceedings connected with tithes.” 





THE GUERILLA CHIEF MERINO. 


The Memorial Bordelais contains a long account of this extraordinary man, 
It is evidently written by a person thoroughly acquainted with Merino, and 
with all the circumstances connected with his exploits. A few extracts from 
this account, showing the personal character and the influence of Merino, may 
interest our readers, 

It is necessary to premise, that, so far from being the champion of the Priest- 
hood in Spain, Merino entertains a decided hatred for that class, and admits no 
priest to his confidence. He never enters a place of worship, or returns thanks 
to Providence for any of his successes. He has no fixed political principles ; and 
has, according to the writer of the article in question, no hostility to the Ultra 
Liberals, whom he would join if he could be assured of their gaining the upper 
hand, and granting him impunity for all his crimes. But he has a dread cf 
what are Moderate Governments, lest, when his services are over, a gua- 
rantee of oblivion should be hroken, and he be sacrificed. 

The personal bravery of Merino is said to exceed even that of Mina. In 
1808, he carried by assault the town of Roa, at the head of his soldiers. At 
Pampeluna, he made the whole of the French garrison prisoners, by the audacity 
of his movements. At the Venta del Ahgel, at Almazan, and in many other 
places in the same year, he astonished every body by his boldness. About this 
time, wishing to hecome acquainted with the designs of his enemies, he entered 
Burgos seven or eight times, disguised as a peasant, and leading an ass loaded 
with red pepper, which he sold ia the streets; becoming thus his own spy, 
counsellor, aud general. 

In 1823, in the month of August, Merino, accompanied by four men, arrived 
at eight o’clock in the evening at Ontoria: whilst at table, the house in which 
he had taken up his quarters was surrounded by sixty soldiers of the regular 
army and thirty of the National Guard: Merino quitted the table, deliberately 
saddled his own horse, saw the horses of his soldiers also saddled, and rode 
through a shower of balls to the bridge, where his hors fell under him: in this 
position, the two sentinels fired at him; but he raised his horse, and escaped. 

At another time, he appeared at the chateau of Colina, with twenty men. 
The authorities of Villahoz being apprised of his visit, sent one hundred and 
forty soldiers to the chateau. They blocked up all the avenues. At night, 
Merino ordered the owner of the chateau to open all the gates, and drove before 
him about thirty bullocks which were in the stables, at the same time shouting 
defiance to his enemies. The besiegers, hearing his voice and the noise of the 
sortie, discharged a volley, killing nearly all the bullocks. Before they could 
reload, Merino and his troop had escaped without a wound. : 

At Roa, in 1823, he was defeated by Obregon, and had seven hundred of his 
men taken prisoners; but his defeat did not discourage him. He withdrew, 
disputing every inch of ground. 

Among many anecdotes respecting him are the following. In 1823, when 
the army of the Duke of Angouléme was in Spain, the husband of Merino’s sister, 
Antonio Santuyo, and another, assassinated the Alcalde of Villahoz, Don 
Mateo Alvarez, a distinguished Liberal, for whom, personally, Merino was said. 
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to entertain great hatred. The assassins were apprehended, and imprisoned. 
Merino’s sister immediately went to Madrid, where her brother was all influen- 
tial, to obtain his intercession in favour of her husband. At first, Merino drove 
her from his door; but recalling her, and appearing to relent, he gave 
her a sealed letter to Don Ignacio Romero, the t ief Judge of the Criminal 
Court at Valladolid ; which, on being opened by the Judge, was found to con- 
tain the following words. 

“ Senor—My sister will give you this letter. I charge you to look out for a second 
husband for her, and to hang the first, as a just punishment for the murder of the Al- 
calde of Villahoz. It is not for him to judge of the political opinions of men. 


(Signed) MERINO.” 
The influence of Merino over the Castilians is extraordinary. It may be 
judged of from the following fact. The Judge of Coria, Don Pedro Martinez 


de Velasco, returned to Villahoz shortly after the arrest of Merino’s brother-in- 
law. The Royalists of the environs, in their rage at the arrest of this person, 
had flocked to shin it, and had laid the Liberals of Villahoz under contribu- 
tion, and imprisoned some of the most wealthy. Having been informed of the 
vetarn of Don Pedro, they surrounded his house, and demanded his person with 
loud imprecations. Don Pedro presented himself, and exhibited his passport ; 
on which Merino had written with his own hand, that Don Pedro Martinez de 
Velasco might without fear of molestation traverse the two Castiles. The 
chief of the band had no sooner read aloud the werds ‘‘ In the name of Gero- 
nimo Merino,” than all the troop took off their bts, and heard the whole in the 
most respectful silence. They then withdrew the Commandant, having first 
kissed the passport, and placed a guard of honour at the door of the man whom 
they came to arrest, perhaps to massacre. 


r ia al 
POSTSCRIPT. 
Saturpay Nieur. 
The Standard of this evening publishes a document purporting to be 
a manifesto issued by the Queen Regent of Spain, with an accompanying 
decree, by which the Cortes are convoked for the 20th January 1834. 
With the aid of the National Representatives, the Queen says that 
she hopas to bring about such changes as the state of the country may 
require; that the public revenues a#e in a condition of unprecedented 
prosperity ; and that the confidence of the state creditors in the national 
faith ‘‘ renders imperative the necessity of ameliorating their fate.” The 
manifesto concludes with an intimation that the recognition of the 
independence of the South American Colonies will be one of the 
measures submitted to the Cortes. The Standard professes to have 
received this document from a most respectable quarter, but hesitates 
to place reliance on its authenticity. It has an eye, we suspect, to the 
price of Spanish Bonds. 











A telegraphic despatch, of the 2Ilst November, from Madrid, has 
reached Paris, stating that Zea Bermudez and Cruz are out of the 
Spanish Ministry, and have been replaced by ‘the Duke de San Fer- 
nando and Valdez. |. This is not official, but it is believed. The com- 
munication between Irun and Madrid is open.— Courier. 





It appears by authentic accounts from Lisbon, that Lord Witit1aM 
RussEtt has had a long conference with the Portuguese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, on the subject of the changes desired by our Cabinet. 
The Minister, however, refused to answer any question, or to commu- 
nicate any suggestion to his colleagues, unless put in writing by Lord 
WitttaM RussExt ; with which his Lordship had no authority to 
comply. 





The Austrian Ambassador has positively contradicted the account 
in the French Papers of an intended confederation in Italy under the 
Presidency of the Emperor of Austria. 


Santa Anna, the President of the Mexican Republic, defeated the 
Rebels, under General Duran, on the 2d October. This battle seems 
to be considered as decisive of the event of the civil war in favour of the 
established authorities. 





The rumours of changes in the Cabinet, which prevailed at the be- 

ginning of the week, have since almost died away ; and it seems to be 
the general belief, that, for the present at least, Ministers will endea- 
vour to “rub on” as they are. Their perplexity arises from the wish 
of Earl Grey to retire; and the difficulty of finding a successor to his 
Lordship, who would possess the confidence of the Country, and at the 
same time the support of those members of the Cabinet, who have 
a Conservative leaning. We find in the Sun of last night an article 
on this subject, written apparently by some person well informed, 
which confirms what we have stated to be the general opinion. 
_ ** We have reason to believe (says the Sun) that the reports which have been 
in circulation for the last fortnight, of the probable retirement of Earl Grey, 
were not originally without foundation; but it appears that on Saturday or 
Sunday last some arrangement was come to, by which the noble Earl was in- 
duced to suspend his determination. The Tories, with their usual alacrity, have 
spread a rumour that Lord Grey had quarrelled with some of his colleagues in 
office, and that his wish for retirement was to be attributed to that circumstance. 
Never was a statement more unfounded. Although much more Liberal than 
some of his colleagues, Earl Grey knew but too well their influence in a par- 
ticular quarter ; and dreading lest by betraying a want of cordiality towards 
them, he might expose the Cabinet to a chance of dissolution, and bring about 
the accession of the Tories, he has given way on many occasions to what is 
called the Moderate portion of the Cabinet, and has thus prevented dissen- 
ston.” 

And again we are told, that Lord Grey 


eesese * will not retire from office until a successor can be found who would not 
only not attempt to cheat the people out of the rights which they have cbtained, 
but who ca also insist on their obtaining those which are still withheld 
from them—who would, in short, complete the reform of which the Reform Act, 
great and important as it is, asa first step, would nevertheless be nothing as a 
final measure. We will not now offer any speculations on the reports which are 
in circulation as to his probable successor. We will only observe, that the 
country will neither bear an open Tory, nor a Whig temporizer. The next 
Premier must be the advocate of the People’s rights, or his reign will be of short 
duration.” 

Lord Brovucuam is said to be anxious that Earl Grey should retain 
the Premiership, until, by the separation of the Chancellor’s judicial 
from his political functions, he is ready himself to succeed him. We 
hope Lord Baovcuam will recollect, what the Sun truly asserts, that 








the Country will not bear “a Whig temporizer,” any more “ than an 


” 


open Tory,” as Earl Grey’s successor. There is no other man in 
England who would have been permitted to try the patience of the na- 
on as Earl Grey has tried it—in some instances, we believe, unwil- 
ingly. 





The Tory papers, among other “misrepresentations ” of Lord Dur- 
HAM, have this week stated that he was ‘‘ made a Peer by the Duke of 
Wellington.” This is notoriously incorrect. On Lord Durnam’s 
return from the Continent, in December 1827, before there was any 
prospect of Lord Goprnricn’s Ministry breaking up, the latter noble- 
man communicated to Mr. Lamston the intention of the late King to 
confer a Peerage upon him. After the patents of Lord Dunnam and 
others were prepared, Lord Goprricn unexpectedly resigned office ; 
but the King directed the completion of the patents. It is known that 
Lord Duruam personally assured Lord Gopenicu in the interregnum, 
that he would not directly or indirectly accept the Peerage from the 
Duke of WELLINGTON; but was satisfied that it was the King’s desire 
that the Peerages should be completed independently of any change in 
the Cabinet. 





The old Marquis of Funcuat, who was here on a diplomatic mis- 
sion from the Queen of Portugal, died yesterday morning. The 
Globe says—* The Marquis appeared in good health on Thursday 
afternoon, and may be supposed to have yielded to one of those sudden 
assailments to which persons of his advanced time of life so often give 
way.” But what may be the precise meaning ef “ sudden assailment,” 
we cannot tell. 





Gregorio Guinea, the Spaniard who stabbed Ms» La Vega a few 
weeks ago, was tried this morning at the Old Bailey.” The Spanish 
Vice-Consul attended, and acted as interpreter for the prisoner; who 
pleaded Guilty. The prosecutor recommended him to mercy; he 
wished, if possible, that his life might be spared. Judge Littledale 
said, a petition might be presented to the King, but the Court could 
hold out no hopes of mercy. 


The Brighton correspondent of the Morning Post of Monday, speak- 
ing of the theatre in that town, says—“ This temple of the Muses 
has been tolerably patronized during the past week. Herr Cline, the 
tight-rope-dancer closed an engagement yesterday evening. He is cer- 
tainly the most talented artiste in his profession we ever witnessed, and 
his performances gave universal satisfaction.” Which of the Muses 
was the patroness of tight-rope-dancing ? 





MONEY MARKET. 
Srock Excuaner, Frinay ArrerRNoon. 

The market remained steady till after the settlement of the November, Ac- 
count, which took place on Wednesday ; at which time Consols for Money were 
883 883 for the January Account. In the afternoon of that day, an improye- 
ment of about 4 per cent. took place ; and a further rise yesterday morning car- 
ried the price to 88§ for Money, 89 for Account. These prices, however, were 
not long supported ; and at the close of the market to-day, the price was 85} 4 
for Money, and 88} for 22d January. Notwithstanding the large amounts 
which have been delivered by the Scotch Banks within these six weeks, 
Money Stock is still far from abundant. The improved state of the market 
may, we believe, be attributed to this circumstance, and to the certainty, that 
notwithstanding the large exports of bullion which have recently taken place, 
the stock of the precious metals at present in the Bank of England is very 
reat. 
¥ In the Foreign Market, Dutch 24 per Cent. Bonds have improved nearly 
1 per cent. on last week’s quotations, although the market here is still loaded 
with Stock. The prices at Amsterdam have maintained themselves in the face 
of our depression of last week ; consequently our market has improved. It is 
generally believed in Holland, that the long pending ‘* Belgic question” would 
soon be settled ; which may account for the firmaess of the Amsterdam market. 

Accounts have this week been received from Brazil; and as they were ac- 
companied by a remittance on account of the Dividends, Brazilian Stock has 
improved, and is now 664 3. We have also received, by the Plover, intelligence of 
a late date from Mexico; by which it appears that the Insurgents under General 
Arista had been totally routed, and that tranquillity had heen nearly restored. 
The cholera had quite disappeared. About 100,000 dollars have arrived for 
merchants; anda Conducta was expected shortly to leave Mexico for Vera 
Cruz, with a much larger sum. The reports of the Mines are generally favour- 
able; and most of the Shares are improved in value. The Stock lias also 
materially improved; the 6 per Cents. having been as high as 37, and closing 
this afternoon at 36. 

We have no intelligence of importance from Lisbon. The Regency Bonds 
have shown a tendency to improve; and were this morning at 60$ for the next 
Account. The price declined in the course of the afternoon to 594; but has 
improved, and closes at 59% 604. Spanish Stock has been firm during the 
week, at between 25 and 234; and closes this afternoon at 23-4. The rise in 
Consols has not effected Russian and Danish Bonds; which are at our last 
quotations. 





Sarurpay, Twetve o'Crock. 
To-day being a holyday at the Bank, the morning has been passed in even 
greater inactivity than is usual on Saturday. Nothing has occurred either in 
the English or Foreign Markets worthy of remark. 
Saturpay, Four o’ciock. 
Much more activity has been manifested in the market during the afternoon 
than in the previous part of the day. A large purchase for Account has im- 
parted increased firmness to the Consol Market; the price has been as high as 
89, and is 887 89. The Foreign markets are generally firmer. Spanish Stock 
has been as high as 23%, and is now 2344. Portuguese Regency Bonds are 
also higher, and are quoted at 60}. Money is, however, scarce ; and 5 per cent. 
has to-day been readily obtained on loans for short periods. 





3 per Cent. Consols 88g 2] Belgian 5 per Cents... 95 ¢ |Mexican6 per Cents.. .36 ¢ 
Ditto for Account., 824 j]Srazilian 5 p. Cts..... 664 4]/Portuguese 5 p.Cts... 69 ¢ 
New 34 p, Ct. Aun.. 97 Danish 3 per Cents... 72 4 |D. Regengy 8c. 5p Ct. 59g & 
Bank Stock ....... ——[Datch 24 per Cents. ..49$504) Prussian (1818) 5p. Ct. —— 
India Stock ....... *rench 3 per Cents..... ——]Russ. (1822) 5 p. Ct... 102)4 





Exchequer Bills ... 37 39BGreek (1833) 5 p. Cts. —— 


Spanish (1821) 5 p. Ct. 23 4 





EAST INDIA SHIPPING. 


Arrived—At Liverpool, Noy. 22d, John Stamp, Young, from Liverpool. 

Sailed—From Gravesend, Nov. 23d, City of Edinburgh, Frazer, for Bengal; and 
S -sustris, Yates, for Madras; 28th, Horatio, Harfield, for ditto; and Sovereign, Baker, 
From Liverpool, 28th, Frankland, Edwards, for Mauritius. 


for New South Wales. 
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TOPICS OF THE DAY. 


THE ROYAL SALUTE. 
Tre Chronicle this yeek edified its readers with the following ex- 
quisite morceau of Court news. 

“ Earl Grey, on his recent arrival at the Pavilion at Brighton, was immedi- 
ately introduced to the King ; by whom he wasinost cordially and affectionately 
embraced, and complimented on his improved state of health, occasioned by a 
short relaxation from the extreme toils of office, and his visit to his native hills, 
His Majesty paid a similar compliment to the Lord Chancellor; after his return 
feom Brougham Hall.” 

Faney cur bluff old Sailor King, who, when young and upright, 
stood but five feet four or thereabouts, and is now bent with age, 
hugging his two tall Ministers one after the other! Unless the 
King got upon a chair to ernbrace them, he could scarcely manage 
to reach higher than Lord Grev’s midriff; or, at the utmost, to 
lay one hand on Lord Broveuam's scapula—and that would 
amount to a touch of the humerus. A facetious son of Aiscula- 
pius once prescribed toa love-sick damsel, who complained, among 
other ailments, of sore throat, ‘‘a shirt-sleeve with an arm in it 
put round the neck at night.” The King’s arm, applied as a waist- 
band, must doubtless be equally efficacious toa Minister languish- 
ing for Royal favour. As the light of the King’s countenance is 
compared to the sun, so should the clasp of his embrace be likened 
to the bracing air. 

But we suspect, with the Standard, that the paragraph is a -bit 
of fudge; and that our jolly, homely King, instead of holding out 
his knuckles to be kissed, or giving them a hug, gave his Minis- 
ters each a hearty shake of the hand, and complimented them 
something after this fashion—* My Lords, I'm glad to see you 
both. Grey, you look as well and hearty as ever you did. The 
country-air agrees with you as well as the sea-breeze does with 
me. Those damned lying papers talk of your retiring, because 
you're knocked up; but I dare say you can stand the badgering 
of another session better than half the Jazy Iubberly Lords in the 
House—eh! my Lord, what say you? As for Brovueuam, here 
he’s as tough asa cable. How did you leave your mother, my 
Lord? You're harder worked than Grey; but whenever you 
come, you've alwaysa joke ready for me. No jokes in your Court, 
Brovexam !—damned dull place that. Come, sit down, and let's 
to business.” 








CHRISTIAN LEGISLATION FOR IRELAND. 
Our readers will remember, that we uniformly received with con- 
siterab'e incredulity those accounts of the decline of party-spirit 
in Ire!and, and the prospect cf future quietude, with which, a 


shcrt time ago, the Dublin correspondents. of certain Ministerial 
jouina's entertained his Majesty's subjects on this side of St. 
George's Channe!. We refused our belief to these statements, be- 
cause we could not discern any change in the condition of the 
mass of Irishmen, that would render them less pliable in the 
hands of political agitators now, than they were a twelvemonth 
back; aud because the Ascendancy gentlemen were not in the 
least degree ncarer the atta‘nment of their ends under Lord WEL- 
Lesiey and Mr. Lirrtetron than under their predecessors. Mat- 
ters have turned out just aswe anticipated: the Irish Government 
is at war with both factions; and Mr. O'Conne.tt and Mr. Suaw, 
who. agree in nothing else, unite in denouncing it. 

Perplexing as Irish affairs have been hitherto, we think we per- 
ceive a still more dangerous and alarming state of things at no 
great distance. There are several methods by which the govern- 
ment of a country may be maintained. The respect and affection 
of the great mass of the community is its surest and most perma- 
nent support: it may likewise manage to endure, by playing off 
rival factions against each other, when it only receives the hearty 
allegiance of a minority : it may. throw itself into the arms first of 
one, then of another party, siding of course invariably with the 
strongest for the time being: lastly, when disliked or despised by 
the main body of the nation and its leaders, it may command obe- 
dieuce by means of a powerful standing army, furnished from 
abicad. Itis hardly going too far to say, that at the present mo- 
ment, this is the lamentable position of the Irish Government. 
Take away the army of Englishmen and Scotchmen now quar- 
tered upon the Irish, and there would be nothing in the shape of 
British dominion in the country. 

But another question presents itself here, which is closely con- 
nected with the state of our finances, and with the determination 
of 'arge and influential bodies of men in England to curtail our 
expenditure generally, but more especially that of the Army. The 
Ministry mustexpect, thaton this question there will be a power- 
ful effort made next session. Where are the reductions to be ef- 
fected, it wiil be asked? The Independent party will answer, “In 
the Army of Iveland;” and if the House of Commons should re- 
fase to vote the Estimates, the Army in Ireland mst be reduced. 

This will bring about (and before long too, though not so soon 
as next year, We presume) an alteration in the system by which 
Whigs as weil as Tories are endeavouring to govern Ireland. Our 
army i: required in that country simply because the Government, 
in Church and State, is not that of the great majority of the inha- 
bitants: the mass of physical force and opinion is against it; and 
this mass is now, and has lately been, under the command of men 
who know how to wield it with dexterity and newly-practised cau- 
tion. If the Government were in accordance with the feelings and 
notions of the mass, there would be no occasion for the standing 
army. But then it will be said, that in Ireland men’s passions 





are bad, and their understandings obscured by the prejudices of 
faction. Granted: but let us hear what the Courter says, and we 
suspect says very truly, upon this subject. 

“It is tous quite plain, that mankind, at least. in Europe, nojlonger go.. 
verned by abstractions or principles, if ever they were. They are guided by 
their impulses and affections; and, consequently, a government which is not 
connected with the passions, bad though they be, and with the presumed in- 
terestsy however misunderstood—which is not the organ of the prejudices and 
the fancies, however erroneous, of the great mass of the people—which does not 
represent and coincide with the public sentiments, be they what they may— 
cannot long exist.” 

If the Courier is right, it follows that the English Government 
of Ireland will not long exist—without a change of system. Is 
it not plain, then, that the system mus¢ be ehanged? Is it so 
superexecllent a system, that itis to be preserved for a short period, 
with the certainty of involving every thing which a government 
ought to protect, in one common ruin with itself? 

The author of England and. America deems it certain that uni- 
versal sufirage must, before a long period elapses, be granted to 
the people of England. He thinks that the people are not as yet 
qualified to exercise it with diseretion ; and is afraid that they will 
obtain it too secon. He therefore recommends that means should 
be taken to keep them quiet, and prevent them from ‘uniting to- 
gether in a demand for it, by adopting what he calis a system of 
“Christian legislation ”"—by treating them as we would wish to be 
treated ourselves ; and by making them a present of many of those 
things which, had they universally the right of voting, they would 
get for themselves. Now we would recommend “ Christian legis- 
lation” as a means of reconciling the Irish people to the union 
with England, and of enabling the latter to obtain relief from 
sundry injurious taxes by reducing her standing army. It is 
very late in the day to commence the new system; but much 
might be done even now, were it worked with vigour and discretion. 
Besides, it seems to be our only chance: for no human being believes 
that things can remain as they are—they must either mend, or 
grow worse. 

SCORNERS OF POPULARITY—SHREWSBURY 
CORPORATION. 

In the course of their progress through the country, the Corpora- 
tion Commissioners must have witnessed a great variety of amus- 
ing scenes. The shuffling attempts of some of the Church and 
King foiks to plaster over theiriniquities, the barefaced impudence 
with which others avowed them, and the bitter reluctance with 
which all gave the evidence about to be used for their approaching 
purgation, must have afforded ample enjoyment tothe unrelenting 
Commissioners and the now triumphant Reformers. One of these 
scenes occurred lately in Shrewsbury ; where the Corporation, as 
in most other places, is heartily despised asa body, though con- 
taining sonre respectable and honourable men. The feelings en- 
tertained by the ¢orporators generally towards their fellow-towns- 
men, may be gathered from the following dialogue between the 
Commissioner and Mr. Batuer, a barrister—one of Lord 
BrovueHam’s Bankrupt Commissioners, and a person, it would 
seem, of exceeding self-respect. Our authority is the Morning 
Chronicle, of Wednesday. 

Commissioner—-** Well then, Mr. Bather, is it your opinion that the Core 
poration is a popular body among the inhabitants of the town ?” 

Mr. Bather—“ J scorn to think that the Corporation ts popular. 
that tt ts not.” 

Commissioner—“ With whom are you unpopular ?” 

Mr. Bather—‘“ The Whig and Dissenting interest are generally opposed to us. 
But the high Church party is friendly to us; and, on my word as a gentleman, 
I believe a majority of the inhabitants are on our side.” 

Commissioner—“ Did you ever know-any men of liberal politics admitted 
into your Corporation ? have you ever seen a sprinkling of Whigs on the list of 
those to be admitted ?” 

Mr. Bather—‘‘ I certainly have not ; we generally propose and vote for those 
of our own way of thinking.” 

It should be remembered, that the Whig and Dissenting in- 
terest, here admitted by this “ scorner of popularity” to be op- 
posed to the Corporation, has generally contrived to beat the cor- 
porate and Tory parties at elections for members of Parliament; 
and is at present represented by the active and independent Mr, 
SLANEY. 

The Chronicle also gives alist of what it terms the “ Ascendancy 
families” in the Corporation. Earl Pow1s is the Recorder; Lord 
Cutve and Mr. Roserr Cuiivsg, his sons, are also members. Then 
comes Earl Pows's agent, who is Clerk of the Peace ; his brother 
is Town-Clerk; and, together, these gentlemen have contrived 
to make no fewer than a dozen of their own relations members of 
this immaculate body. Their influence extends also over several 
other members; so that they generally manage the interest and 
property of the Corporation, which is considerable, very much 
after their own fashion. 

Before this time next year, it is gratifying to think, that these 
haters of Whigs and Dissenters—these self-elected scorners of 
popularity—will be politically extinct. If the spirit which appears 
to animate the magniloquent Mr. Barner is shared by his 
brethren generally, as we suspect is the case, though they may 
be very fitting persons to be vested with authority under the ex- 
isting system of rotteuness, they will hardly receive the free 
suffrages of their fellow townsmen. 


IT admit 





KING ROTHSCHILD DETHRONED. 


Ir is known to all frequeuters of the ‘Change, that Mr. Rorns- 
CHILD invariably takes his station against a certain pillar at the 
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south-east corner of the quadrangle, to give audience, and receive 
the homage of the money-brokers. The merchants weuld as soon 
have thought of pulling down one of the statues that occupy the 
niches above, as of displacing this living pillar of the Exchange 
from his post, What must have been their amazement, at finding 
the great Colossus of Consuls—the Leviathan of Loans—ousted 
from his aecustomed place! Had the sun been missing from the 
fii: mament, it would hardly have caused more consternation. The 


interleper, when apprised of his error, and courteously requested to 


give way, peremptorily refused to budge a foot. Porters and 
beadles interfered, and the mercantile community alternately en- 
treated and threatened; but in vain. The presumptucus intruder 
pertinaciously adhered to the pillar and tis determination; and 
the great RoruscHicp, reddening with anger, was fain to retire 
into the background. There, seated on a lowly berch, did the 
arbiter of the exchanges receive the adulatory condolences of his 
satellites, and listen with grateful ears to their loud execrations of 
the profane conduct of his impedent supplanter. 

This is not the first time that the mighty Monarch of the Mo- 
ney-market has had his throne invaded by an usurper. What the 
fate of the last traitor was, we know not; but the present: one may 
be assured, that every loyal broker is prepared to shed his last 
drop of ink in defence of the prescriptive privilege of the Sovereign 
Contractor; and, should the caitiff dareto repeat the outrage, he 
will be transfixed, like another SeBastian, with their pens. 





AMENDMENT OF THE LIFEL LAW. 


Tue Globe of Tuesday had the following remarks upon the law 
concerning private libels. 

‘¢ As to private libels, we should desire some one of our contemporaries, 
who imagines he has a talent for definition, to detine what ought to be punished 
as a libel, and how damages in libel cases shall shall be estimated ; and should 
beg of him, in his definition, to bear.in mind that the tribunal which is to try the 
question, whether exch case does or dues not come within the definition, is to be 
tried by a tribunal formed of a dozen men tobe pricked for at random among a 
multitude of all sorts of capacitics. It seems generally admitted, too, that the 
mere truth or falsehood of the publication (though a circumstance necessarily to 
be investigated ) is not be the sole test of criminality. . A gross falsehood may be 
ignorantly and innocently put forth; and a truth may be often stated quite im- 
material to the public, and with no other intention or result than that of wounds 
ing the feelings of some innocent man.” 

The Globe goes on toargue, that it will be necessary to inquire 
how far the publication was dictated by malice; and if there is no 
Malice in the case, whether due diligence has been used,—as very 
serious injury may be done fo a man’s character by one who is 
merely careless, and free fronr all design to inflict pain or commit 
a wrong. But these questions cannot’ be decided-without a careful 
and expensive investigation; and then we have to determine by 
which party the expenses should be borne. 

“¢ But suppose just answers obtained, and’a mistaken but duly diligent jour- 
nalist acquitted—who is to pay the expenses? The innocent and injured man 
may say—‘ It is very true, it appears, after this investigation, that you had no 
malicious motives, and. used: due diligence; but how could I knew this before ? 
I have brought witnesses here to prove the falsehood of the charge, which by 
your oune ion been circulated through a thousand channels. 1 have suffered 
grievously, though now T know you did not intend to injure me: am I to pay 
the expenses of the investigation ? 

“© We come to this conclusion after all, that the expenses.of theseinvestigations 
are the chief difficulty at present, and that by some of the improvements we 
have seen suggested, they may be very much multiplied. 

“ Wedo not on this account discourage an aitempt to improve the law ; but 
we would show that the question whether it is morally proper for a man to be 
yoo to prosecute, cannot altogether depend on the present state of the law. 

0 amendment of the law will be a substitute for tolerance.” 

From the concluding paragraph of the article from which our 
extracts are taken, the Globe seems anxious to persuade people, 
that little good will come of the endeavours which are making to 
improve the law of libel. 

** We are convinced that the morality in the country alone can repress both 
evils—:hat it ought to hold up as a duty both to avoid malicious statements and 
unnecessary prosecutions, Public men ought to weigh very carefully the neces- 
sity of a prosecution before they embark in one, with a care proportioned to the 
knowledge of the injury they may do by setting an example of the odious vice 
of litigiousness.” 

We do not imagine that we have any peculiar talent for defini- 
tion; nor are we aware that much is necessary, to state simply 
and clearly ‘“ what ought to be punished as a libel.” 

We would lay it down asthe general rule, that it is libellous to pub- 
lish what is injurious and not true; but that either the truth or in- 
nocence of'a statement shall be deemed a justification for publishing 
it. It will be said that the exceptions to this general rule must be 
very numerous. We think not. Look at the common run of actions 
for private libels that are brought into our courts, and you will find 
that the prosecutor almost invariably affirms that he has been 
injured because his conduct has been falsely stated. It very 
rarely indeed happens that a man prosecutes another for speaking or 
writing what he acknowledges to be the truth respecting him, or 
what, if false, does him no injury. Advantage may be taken by 
the prosecutor of the present state of the law, to have these ques- 
tions settled before the defendant comes to a Jury: of this unfair 
advantage we would deprive him, by enacting that the accused 
should have ample opportunity of proving the truth or innocence 
of what he had published, before the Jury ; and that by proving 
either one or the other, he should be entitled to a verd.ct. 

Cases might*occur to which the above rule ought not to apply, 
—in which, if the prosecutor should prove (and the conus should 
be laid upon him) that the publication of the truth was in his 
particular instance injurious and uncalled for, then it should not 
be a sufficient answer on the part of the defendant to prove the 





truth only of his publication. 


We say that the prosecutor 
should make it appear that the publivation in question was 
uncalled-for : should this latter allegation be disproved,—should 
the defendant make it-appear that the public character of the 
complainant was implicated in his private actions,—then the 


charge of libel should fall.to the ground. It may be extremély 
proper that their fellow-citizens should know much of the pvi- 
vate history of men who hold offices of trust, or who derive 
from their public station the means of injuring or benefiting so- 
ciety by their examples. No stockjobber or gambler should be 
Chancellor of the Exchequer: no drunkard, no man of lax mio- 
rality, should have a seat on the bench of Justice or on the benth 
of Bishops. It might happen, however, that a person in private life 
had twenty years ago been guilty of some offence, some peccadillo, 
which would have lain in oblivion had not an enemy ferreted: it 
out and given it new currency. If the publisher of this forgotter 
tale failed to show that any public benefit could be expected-to 
arise from again bringing it into notice, and if the complainant 
proved that its revival inflicted pain aud injury upon him, ther 
the defendant would be justly liable to punishment ; the amount 
of which would depend upon the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, 

Such cases as the one we have supposed would be of rare oecur- 
rence; and we are persuaded that the rule of considering that 
only to be libellous which is both false and injurious, would ‘be 
found a safe, just, and easy one, in an immense majority of in- 
stances. Even under the existing law, which gives such advan- 
tages to the prosecutor, how few actions, as we before remaiked, 
are brought to obtain recompense for injuries occasioned by the 
publication of what is true? 

The Glob? reminds us thatthe tribunal before whom libel cases 
are tried is composed of men ‘“ pricked for'at random among a 
multitude of all sorts of capacities.” This may be an argument 
against the trial of such actions by Juries; but that is not the 
point i dimine: whatever description of men are-to decide these 
questions, they will decide the better by having clear rules laid 
down for their guidance. It may be that the Judges would, in 
most of the cases which come into court, decide with more dis- 
cretion than Juries: yet actions for libel are about the last whiels 
we should wish to see withdrawn from the decision of Juries 
with all their ignorance and prejudices. 

In the case of the “ innocent and injurcd man,” supposed by 
the Globe, who suffers grievously by a falsehood, and has in- 
curred great expense in disproving a cha ge against him, we 
should say, bevond all doubt the reasonable expenses of the inves- 
tigation should fall upon the person’ who committed the injusy. 
That he had used due diligence, and was not-actuated by malice, 
ought not to free him from al\ the consequences of having stated 
what is fadse : mind, that is the point—he has made a false and 
injurious charge. 

It would of course be absurd to attempt to define “how damages 
in libel cases shall be estimated.” The-cireumstances of each case 
must determiné the amount of camages or punishment whicha 
convieted libeller should pay or undergo... Where the injury ia- 
flicted is great, or where tlie malice is evident, the guilty paity 
should be mulcted ia purse or person with proportionate severity, 
and vice versa. If our existing tribunals are incompetent to decitie 
the proper quantum of damages or punishment, then,they should 
be reformed; but the necessity for a new libel law will remain the 
same, and the difficulty of framing a-just one is not augmented-or 
diminished thereby. 

It appears to us to be a rather unsatisfactory mode of dismissing 
the consideration of this subject, to suggest in conelusion, as: the 
Globe has done, that the “morality in the country” should be 
looked to as the preventive of libels. It is mere idle preaching to 
say that this ‘‘ morality ought to hold up as aduty both to avoid 
malicious statements and uanecessary prosecutions.” Of course, 
moral men ought to be cautious in their discourse, their writings, 
and their exaisple. But we want laws for the punishmeut of the 
slanderer and the defence of the just notwithstanding; and if the 
existing /aws are insufficient, it becomes the duty of the Legisla- 
ture to provide better. 





MISERLY GENIUSES, 

WEALTH makes misers, as poverty makes prodigals. Yet misers 
are the most prodiyal of spendthrifts. They fling away their re- 
putation to save a penny. Decency and feeling aud respect are 
nothing in their eyes, when compared with a sixpenny-picee. The 
possession of thousands-is nothing to the luxury of saving a shil- 
ling. They witl spend pounds in trying to avoid overpaying 2 
farthing. Paganini has defended an action at law for the rees- 
very of thirty guineas, claimed by the person who acted as his 
secretary, interpreter, confidential agent, and eastier for cdeve a 
month. The costs alone will stand him in perhaps ten times what 
he could have hoped to save, even if a jury had valued the serviees 
of his agent at the same rate that he did. But the demand was 
reasonable, and they awarded it in full. - 

We can match the Italian Maestro, however, with a miserly 
genius in this country. Turner, who performs wonders with his 
brush and palletie as great as PAGANIN« with his bow and fiddle, 
rivals him in the grasping propensity. The painter's professional 
pursuits render him proficient in keeping, as the great fiddlers 
practice perfects him in stopping. Turner, in sending home @ 
picture for which he gets a thousand guineas, insists on being 
paid for the packing-case. PaGanini, who has been earning, as 
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Mr. Puituips stated, about 200/. per hour by his performances 
here, grudges his man of business a guinea a day for his ser- 
vices. Yet he acknowledged the value of them, and could shed 
tears—no he only showed them in his eyes, he would not bestow 
even them gratis—when he parted from his friend and factotum ; 
saying that “a mo¥e honest, worthy, and deserving young man, 
did not exist.” 

Sentiment is not an expensive commodity, kept, as it is by 
PAGaAnin1, clear of all baser matters. It costs him nothing to in- 
dulge his sensibilities. He refuses to pay his agent, with his eyes 
suffused with tears: he bowingly declines an encore, with his face 
dressed in smiles, 





THEATRICAL NOVELTIES. 


Mr. J. Russexr having been left with an empty theatre upon his 
hands, and a weekly drain for rent, &c. on his pockets, has essayed 
the arduous undertaking of filling the house and replenishing his 
purse by his own unaided exertions. The specimen he has given 
leaves no doubt of his ability, and gives good hope of his success. 
His entertainment is similar in its plan and style to those of 
Marnuews and Miss Kreiiy; with this difference, that it is prin- 
cipally musical, and Russet has not recourse to the adventitious 
aids of scenery and disguises. Being a musician, too, he might 
even have dispensed with his pianist, and accompanied his songs 
himself. Indeed we think it would have been an improvement, 
for he would have seemed still more ¢éte-d-t@te with us. His 
entertainment is entitled “The Strand-ed Actor, or Recollec- 
tions of things that may or may not have happened.” The songs 
are by far the best as well as the most prominent portion of the 
-budget. The monologue is a pleasant sort of recitative or intro- 
duction to them; and serves to connect the whole together. It is 
somewhat disjointed, however; and its material is rather meagre. 
Some points did not tell so effectively on the first night as they 
should have done, and doubtless are now made todo. A fair al- 
lowance must be made for the novelty and difficulty of the task, 
and the nervousness incidental to a first attempt of this kind. 
RussELL acquitted ‘himself very well indeed, under all cireum- 
stances; and a few such receptions as that on his first night will 
put him quite at ease, and establish the good fellowship between 
him and his audience. His address was gentlemanlike; his elo- 
eution free and forcible; his Irish brogue, provincial English, and 
broken French, all rich and humorous, without caricature; his 
imitation of VELLUTI very curious,‘and that of old INCLEDON in- 
amtable. 

Of the songs, there are no fewer than fifteen; serious and 
tomic, new and old, English, Irish, French, and Italian. They 
are well written, adapted to airs of a superior class, and capi- 
tally sung. RvussELu’s manly voice has sweetness as well as 
power; and he sings with unaffected feeling and good taste, in 
she hearty and genuine manner of the best English style. All 
who love a “real good song,” such as one delights to hear after 
dinner, will enjoy a great treat at the Strand Theatre. We know 
ef no vocalist who could give Dispin’s songs so well. He began 
with “True Courage;” and intends to introduce a fresh one every 
week—we hope he will go through them all. ‘ Persevere!” (the 
Stranded Actor's own motto) ‘Rory O’More,” “The Roaming 
Mariners,” “Truth, they say, /ées in a well,” “ Port, Sherry, Claret, 
and Champagne,” “The Englishman he very brave,” ‘The Fid- 
dle-less Dancingmaster,” with the two parodies, “‘ The fine young 
English Gentleman,” and “ The slight Catarrh,” were among the 
most effective of the others. A new national song, “ Our own 
British Oak,” and “The Roaming Mariners,” are, we understand, 
composed by the Chevalier NeuKomMmM. 


Yares follows up his successful career most indefatigably. 
Every week the Adelphi produces some novelty, and each night 
draws crowded houses. ‘The Jast new burletta, the Rake and his 
Pupil, is a leaf out of FAuBLAs, with a moral turn given to the 
adventures, that serves, like a cassock at a masquerade, as a cloak 


to the gallantries of the wearer: De Florville, a youth who has 
never left his father’s chateau, where he was making scholastic 
love to his cousin Sophie, is sent to see the gay world cof Paris, 
and visit the court of Versailles, under the guidance of Rosam- 
bert, a man of fashion and pleasure and a veteran intriguer. The 
rake’s pupil proves an apt scholar; and not only surpasses his 
master, but becomes a formidable rival to him with the Mar- 
ehioness de Barres, a coquette whom Rosambert has long been 
pursuing. De Florville makes his debit at a masked ball, dis- 
guised as a young lady from the country. He runs the round of 
dissipation ; and, weary of the giddy whirl, returns home at the 
end of his probation, and marries his rustic cousin Sophie. 

The piece is evidently from the French; as the point and spirit 
of the dialugue, and in part the management of the plot, testify. 
it is got up in splendid style, and for the most part in correct 
taste. The costumes are superb, and complete even to the powder 
and patches; the amplitude of the trains renders the hoop un- 
wecessary, and we willingly dispense with it. The characters are 
well cast, and effectively sustained, as is usual at the Adelphi. 
Mrs, Yarxs, as the Marchioness, is a most captivating coquette, 
and dressed in gallant style; and Mrs. Honey, another conquest 
ef De Florville, not only looks pretty, but even acts tolerably 
well, Yares has a natural vocation to the Rake; and we never 
saw him more completely in his element. Hrmmines makes 
sather a hard-featured demoiselle. Rexve, as the Marquis, is 
very droll; and, for a wonder, his memory served him on the 





night we saw him! W. Bennett, as adoating old Count, with a 
young and gay wife, amusing himself with solving rebuses and 
inventing charades, acted well, as he always does. His hard im- 
mitigable voice sounds cordially, for he always seems in earnest. 
He is BLancuAarp—without the humour. A scene of a masked 
ball might have been made more imposing, with very little troub!e. 
It would be worth while to give it more space. The boudoir of 
the Marchioness, lighted with girandoles placed before mirrors in 
the panelling of the room, is a very complete scene. Altogether, 
the piece is very lively and attractive. It is full of gallantry and 
intrigue without grossness, and with a reasonable quantity of 
smartness and repartee; and its moral termination will recom- 
mend it to English audiences, notwithstanding the suddenness of 
the conversion of the characters. 


Vestris has likewise brought out another new burletta at the 
Olympic, called Hush-Money. It is written by Dancer; and is, 
we hear, exceedingly droll, and one of the author's most successful 
hits; but we have not as yet had an opportunity of enjoying the 
fun. Liston plays Touchwood, a silly and sensitive old bachelor, 
in love with Sally Stocks (Mrs. OreER), a buxom coquette and 
clear-starcher; and KrrLrey Tom Tiller, a waterman, his success- 
ful rival in the affections of Sally; whose mistress, Mrs. Crab 
(Mrs. TAYLEURE), sets her cap at him, and her tongue at Sally. 
The audience is kept in a roar from the beginning to the end; 
when Liston in his facetious way announces its repetition. 





THE ENGLISH OPERA. 


TuE present state of the English Opera, if indeed such a thing can 
be said to exist, has occasioned us many a sigh and groan; and. 
we are glad to have the public attention attracted to the subject 
by a recent publication of Mr. G. H. Ropwe t, entitled “ A 
Letter to the Musicians of Great Britain, containing a Prospectus 
of a proposed Plan for the better Encouragement of Natite Mu- 
sical Talent, and for the erection of a Grand National Opera in 
London.” * 

The extinction of the English Opera, cannot be traced to 
any want of talent in this species of composition, which exists 
more abundantly than at any former period of our musical history ; 
but chiefly to the following causes, which, having first degraded 
the style of our dramatic composers, now threaten their complete 
expulsion from the field. These artists have been in a state of 
servitude to three classes of masters, all of whose (it may be) con- 
tending interests they have been compelled to consult, for the most 
part at the expense of their own reputation. 

First, they are slaves to the managers. These persons have 
usually the same notion of the construction of an opera as of a 
table, achair, or a coat. It is to be finished in a certain time, no 
matter how—no matter whether the composer be “ i’ the vein” 
or not—a certain quantity of music-paper is to be covered with 
notes, within a given number of days; the opera, very probably, 
having been announced for performance before the libretto was 
placed in the composer's hands. Remonstrance and reasoning are 
vain ; and the artist sits down to his task, dispirited and hopeless. 
Mr. RopweE tt mentions two instances as illustrative of this mana- 
gerial tyranny. é 

‘¢ Bishop was allowed three weeks to compose, in its original shape of three 
acts, the opera of Clari. Mr. Barnett, in putting music to A Bold Stroke 
Sor a Wife, was so pressed, that he was compelled to work three days and 
nights without intermission, in order that he might complete the work ina given 
time. 

These instances, be it remembered, are in consonance with the 
usual practice, and, though strong examples, by no means excep- 
tions to the general rule. The composer, by dint of daily and 
nightly application, finishes his thankless task; but it is only to 
encounter a fresh instance of his employer's senseless and ar- 
litrary management. As the latter regards it much more impor- 
tant when a piece should be produced than how, one or two re- 
hearsals must suffice (in Mr. BarneErTt’s case one only); and thus, 
a work bearing every mark of haste, and scarcely oue of genius, is 
thrust upon the public, to their disgust and the composer's dis- 
grace,—for upon his head the storm of indignation is sure to fall. 
In this stage of the “ progress of an opera,” the composer is 
brought into contact with his second class of masters and mis- 
tresses—the singers. As these ladies and gentlemen never think 
of any one’s interest but their own, the composer is assailed with 
all their petty and contending claims for precedence; and is 
besougbt and bullied into compliance with their several caprices 
and whims. The height of their ambition being to receive an 
encore from the shilling gallery, their aim is to induce the unfor- 
tunate composer to enable them to attain it: and he is placed in 
this delightful dilemma, either to sacrifice his reputation or the 
success of his piece,—for the latter can only be assured by coaxing 
the singers, and the former by resisting their demands. There is 
no exaggeration in this statement; for we never knew a single 
stage singer who did not make an encore the test of excellence in 
a@ song. 

On the subject of rehearsals, Mr. RopwELL thus speaks— 

“‘ Abroad, it is no uncommon thing for a grand opera to be rehearsed fifty or 
sixty times; by which a composer has opportunities of correcting and recorrect- 
ing his work until it almost reach perfection. With such disadvantages as his, 
is it surprising the English composer should not always equal his foreign com- 
petitor? I say always, because, in spite of all impediments, native talent has 
in many instances very far surpassed most of the foreign composers: as in_ 
stances, look at the Finale to the First Act of Henri Quatre, and the Finale t 
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